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Lawrence Taylor hasn't said that he'll ever wrestle again. 
Reader William Shuyler thinks it would be a mistake for 
LT not to find a good manager and compete full-time. 


FROM ALL-PRO TO ALL PRO 
Lawrence Taylor would be fool- 
ish not to take the highest offer 
and become a full-time profession- 
al wrestler (“Let The Bidding War 
Begin! Lawrence Taylor: Wres- 
tling’s Hottest Free Agent!” August 
1995). He proved that he has the 
natural talent and ability to 
become a top competitor. All L.T. 
needs now is a good manager to 
sharpen and shape his talents. 
With just a little guidance, he’d be 
a main event wrestler anywhere. 
He needs to be careful, though, 
because there are a lot of dishon- 
est managers out there—people 
like Ted DiBiase—who would love to 

sabotage his chance at greatness. 
| think that if he gets the right 
manager and trainer, he could be 
the greatest football player to 
become a professional wrestler 

yet. 

WILLIAM SHUYLER 
Atlanta 
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DIVING DOWN 

| agree with Dave 
Rosenbaum’'s 
analysis that WCW 
is in a slump (“No 
Holds Barred,” 
August 1995). But | 
don’t believe that 
the slump is due to 
the WWF being on 
the rise. | basically 
have given up on 
the WWF because 
') of the lengthy, bor- 
~ ing interviews the 
wrestlers give and 
the moronic, point- 
less background 
stories (the search for The 
Undertaker, etc.). The WWF 
seems to be geared to people 
who have a five-year-old’s men- 
tality and, quite often, 
you only get about 15 jaa 
minutes of wrestling 
action in any one- 
hour WWF _ show. 
Who needs it! As oth- |) 
ers have already | 
begun noticing, WCW 
now seems to be 
moving in the same 
direction. 

In WCW, great 
wrestlers have been 
pushed aside for the | 
same glitzy, Holly- | 
wood-ish nonsense } 
that sucked the WWF 
down to mediocrity. 
Somebody please 
stop this nose dive! 

CRAIG McLEAN 
Junction City, KS 


DECLINING GOLDEN AGE 

Hulk Hogan’s victory against 
The Iron Sheik on January 23, 
1984, in Madison Square Garden 
was the beginning of a phenome- 
non that was to rock the world for 
years to come: “Hulkamania” was 
born. “Hulkamania” ran wild in the 
1980s despite Hogan’s very limit- 
ed technical skills and surely 
wrote a lengthy chapter in 
wrestling annals. 

But since Hogan’s victory over 
Sgt. Slaughter at WrestleMania VII 
in Los Angeles in 1991, | have 


noticed Hogan wrestling—and 
mostly winning—his matches with 
less energy and enthusiasm. Even 
now, his reign as WCW World 
champion seems to be on a 
decline. He is learning that he 
can’t resuscitate the golden age of 


Hulk Hogan avoided wrestling Big Van Vader for a 
while, but has looked good against him in recent 
matches. Reader X. Chaucerie still wishes the 
“Hulkster” would retire. 


his career, even though he is sur- 
rounded by old WWF friends and 
rivals. Keeping his declining spirit 
in mind, | wasn’t surprised to 
observe Hogan avoiding a series 
of matches against Big Van Vader 
by abusing his influence of WCW 
promoters. 

To me, it seems as if his strug- 
gle to stay on top in WCW is proof 
that he is a victim of his past suc- 
cess, and he isn’t really ready to 
let go of it. Perhaps he doesn’t 
know how to put an end to his fab- 
ulous career. He doesn't offer the 
fans exciting action and convinc- 
ing wins in the ring anymore. 
Please, Hogan, it’s time to pass 
the torch to more talented and 
promising wrestlers and call it a 
career. 

X. CHAUCHERIE 
Paris, France 


Shawn Michaels and Diesel are friends again, and 
that’s good news to reader Dana Cooper, who .- 
feels friendships are more important than titles. 


TRUE FRIENDS 
Why shouldn’t Diesel trust his 
good friend Shawn Michaels 
(“Don’t Let Their Cease-Fire Fool 
You: Shawn Still Hungers For 
Diesel’s Title,” August 1995)? 
Shawn and Diesel were friends for 
a long time. Just like all long-time 
friends, they have had their dis- 
agreements. Now they have put 
all of that behind them and joined 
forces again. 
| firmly believe that Shawn no 
longer wants to destroy his friend. 
| also believe that all things hap- 
pen for a reason. Maybe when 
there was no referee there to 
count Diesel’s shoulders down at 
WrestleMania, it was a hint for 
Shawn from a higher power that 
victory over his friend wasn’t nec- 
essarily the best thing for him. The 
WWF is much better off with 
Shawn and Diesel as 
friends. It just goes to show 
you that sometimes a good 
friendship is more impor- 
tant than any championship 
in the world. 
DANA COOPER 
Montpelier, VT 


GORDON SPEAKS OUT 

| found the “Q & A” inter- 
view with ECPresident/Com- 
missioner Tod Gordon 
(August 1995) to be very 
insightful. Gordon’s explana- 
tion of what ECW is all 
about was really interesting. 
| am glad to see a regional 
federation finally standing up 
to the big federations and 
gaining some recognition for 
doing so. Now it seems that 
both major federations are 
taking notice of the new little 
brat on the block. 

If WCW didn’t see ECW as 
a competitor or at least an 
interesting alternative to the 
kind of wrestling it offers, 
then why did we get subject- 
ed to WCW Uncensored? 

(Continued on page 52) 


STANLEY WESTON 
Founder 
PUPS SU MEER svc tccsssrntgystenspesdssseoseiertshamnencd Stuart M, Saks 
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER...............:::.-ssssses Craig Peters 
SENIOR EDITOR.............. 


MANAGING EDITOR... 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR. ....csscssssssssesssssee 
SENIOR ART DIRECTOR 
ERT DWREC TOR Seis csscsssansocsscniscasscrassacecnsccvaconer 
Jon Gemer 
Joseph Kalman 
Alex Krasnopolsky 
Lisa Ryan 
SENIOR WRITERS........+.ssesscesesessesesse David Rosenbaum 
Andy Rodriguez 
Chris Bernucea 
Eddie Eliner 
Steve Anderson 
PRODUCTION COORDINATOR........:.s.:s0ses000 Bob Eddy 
PRODUCTION ASSOCIATES. 
Ron Frankhouser 
PHOTO EDITOR........0ccsscsssesssssessssessvens Jason Ross Lavin 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORG.......cssssvssvssssssevsesee Matt Brock 


Elizabeth A. Hunter 


VICE PRESIDENT MARKETING 
David Gerhardt 


SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT CIRCULATION 
Kenneth J. Gudaitis 


CIRCULATION DIRECTOR 
Robert Nucci 


SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 


P.O. Box 910 
Fort Washington, PA 19034 
ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
Joe Pomaco 
(215) 643-6385 


COVER PHOTOS: 
Shawn Michaels-Diesel by Thomas A. Ferrara 
Hulk Hogan-Randy Savage by Joe Zanolle 


THE WRESTLER, November 1995, (ISSN: 1052-0899) is 
published monthly, with an additional issue in 
December, by London Publishing Co., 7002 W. Butler 
Pike, Ambler, PA 19002. Second-class postage paid at 
Ambler, PA 19002 and additional post offices. 
Postmaster: Send change of address notices to: THE 
Wrestier, P.O. Box 910, Fort Washington, PA 19034. 
Single copy price $2.50 ($3.50 in Canada, £1.95 in 
U.K.). Subscription price $29.20 for 13 issues in the 
U.S., $39.60 in remaining countries. Not responsible for 
the loss or non-return of unsolicited articles or pho- 
tographs, which will not be retumed unless accompa- 
nied by a self-addressed envelope bearing the proper 
amount of postage. No part of this magazine may be 
reproduced without the written permission of the pub- 
lisher. All rights reserved. FOR ADVERTISING 
INQUIRIES AND RATES: (215) 643-6385. U.S. and 
Canadian distribution by Kable News Inc., 11 West 
42nd St., New York, NY 10036. Intemational distribu- 
tion by Comag, Tavistock Rd., West Drayton, 


Middlesex UB77QE, England. 


Printed in U.S.A. 


The Wrestler 5 


FABPDENIN 


The Undertaker (above left) and Big Van Vader (above right) came within minutes of a having a 
face-to-face encounter at a USWA card. It could have gotten ugly! 


RANDOM ATTACK by 
Aver: Big Van Vader nar- 

rowly missed resulting in a 
confrontation with with the WWF's 
Undertaker during a recent 
USWA card at Memphis’ Mid-South 
Coliseum! 

“Vader didn’t even know Under- 
taker was on the card when he 
showed up,” one USWA official 
told me. “He’s on this kick where 
he’ll show up at an arena—he 
doesn’t care who is in the ring— 
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By Bill Apter 


and run in and power bomb who- 
ever is in there.” 

In this case, the men in the ring 
just happened to be T.D. Steele 
and Mr. World Class. But it could 
just as easily could have been 
Undertaker in there; three match- 
es later, Undertaker and Bill 
Dundee defeated Brandon 
Baxter, Doug Gilbert, and Jimmy 
Harris in a handicap match. 

“There was no purpose to 
Vader's attack,” said the official, 


“so you'd have to 
assume there was no 
plan on when, or 
against whom, it would 
take place.” 

What’s going on 
here! “Sister” Sherri 
Martel, the managerial 
brains behind Harlem 
Heat, was seen in the 
company of The Blue 
Bloods—Lord Steven 
Regal and_ Earl 
Robert Eaton—in an 
Atlanta eatery this 
summer. “Don’t try to 
make anything scan- 
dalous out of this, 
Apter,” she said. “And 
why is it that every 
time | stop for a bite to 
eat, | see your ugly 
mug?” 

Sherri would not 
give details of her dis- 
cussion with The Blue 
Bloods, but she did 
have a lot to say about the Col. 
Robert Parker, the manager of 
WCW World tag team champions 
Bunkhouse Buck and Dick 
Slater. “I’d come out of active 
wrestling retirement right now if | 
could get a match with Parker,” 
she said. “It would be the most 
satisfying moment of my career.” 

| told Parker of her remarks, 
and he reacted rather calmly: “Oh, 
my, that little filly has gone crazy,” 
he said. “Il won’t even think about 
rasslin’ her. It’s against my princi- 


Waylon Mercy is putting a lot of prelim 
wrestlers to sleep with his sleeperhoid 
in the WWF. Can he do it against upper- 
echelon stars? 


ples to rassle a lady, even one as 
ugly as Miss Sherri!” 

Waylon Mercy is talking tough 
after putting away a series of pre- 
liminary wrestlers with his sleeper- 
hold. But I'll reserve judgment 
before putting him in the class with 
Mark Lewin, Don Curtis, and 
Chief Jay Strongbow. Wrestlers 
in the ’90s have developed 
defenses for the hold that is 
designed to cut off the flow of 
blood to the carotid artery. | 
haven’t seen a good wrestler suc- 
cessfully use a sleeper against 
another good wrestler in years. 

Hunter Hearst Helmsley is 
furious at WWF promoters for 
signing him to a series of matches 
against Duke “The Dumpster” 
Droese. “I actually had to touch 
that filthy swine,” Helmsley 
sneered. “From now on, | will 
insist that all wrestlers shower 
thoroughly before getting into a 


ring with me.” 

Roddy Piper has a new flick 
called Jungle Ground that is set to 
be released in late-August ... 
Scott Putski is now calling him- 
self Konnan 2000. “A friend of 
mine in Mexico said | looked like 
Conan the Barbarian,” Scott said. 
“So he gave me the nickname.” 

Arn Anderson admits that he 
made “tactical errors unlike any | 
have ever made before” at The 
Great American Bash in June and 
has vowed to regain the WCW TV 
title the first time he gets a 
rematch against The Renegade. 
In the meantime, Jimmy Hart, 
Renegade’s manager, says he’s 
thrilled with the progress the 
youngster is making. “He’s the 
future of WCW, maybe the future 
of wrestling,” Hart said. 

Congratulations to Apollo 
Dantes for winning the CMLL 


Mexican heavyweight title in a 
spectacular match against Silver 
King ... Miguel Perez Jr. is also 
in Mexico these days, feuding with 
Rayo de Jalisco Jr. And, by the 
way, | must tell you | was very 
moved by the tearful speech 
Miguel Perez Sr. made at the 
WWF Hall of Fame Dinner, when 
he inducted his former tag team 
partner Antonino Rocca. The 
tears streaming down Perez’ face 
showed the true admiration and 
love he had for Rocca ... | asked 
Billy Jack Haynes why he doesn’t 
use his full-nelson submission 
hold in the USWA. He asked me if 
| wanted him to start again. The 
way he was looking at me, | was 
pretty sure he meant right then 

and there. | dropped the subject. 
Have you noticed how much 
weight Jim Cornette has been 
(Continued on page 53) 
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RESTLING’S hardcore 
fans are still holding a 
pretty heated debate 


about Extreme Championship 
Wrestling’s place in the wrestling 
universe. ECW’s supporters think 
it's the greatest thing since sliced 
foreheads. ECW’s detractors feel 
the federation is nothing more 
than a breeding ground for loosely 
organized mayhem that is passed 
off as wrestling. 

There’s something to be said 
about both schools of thought. Let’s 
Start out by agreeing that ECW 
presents a pretty exciting brand of 
something. There’s violence and 
mayhem, the wrestlers always go 
all-out, the matches are usually 
bloody, and the fans really get into 
it. There’s no disputing the fact 
that ECW fans are the most rau- 
cous in wrestling, including those 
demonstrative Japanese fans. 

At one card in Philadelphia in 
early-July, a few dozen diehards 
hoisted Rocco Rock and Johnny 
Grunge—Public Enemy—onto 
their shoulders after they beat the 
hated Gangstas—New Jack and 
Mustafa Saed. Remember last 
year when Terry Funk invited those 
at ringside in Philly to throw their 
chairs into the ring after a match 
... and they complied ... and com- 
plied ... and complied again? 
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Is this wrestling? 

Barbed-wire matches are fre- 
quently held on ECW cards. Any 
wrestler who wants to survive in 
ECW better be capable of with- 
standing a 911 choke-slam, one of 
the most vicious and potentially 
damaging maneuvers in wrestling. 
A few wrestlers have had to with- 
stand four or five on a given night. 
Sometimes it seems as if ECW 
wrestlers are more concerned 
about injuring their opponents 


than winning matches. 

Basically, ECW is violence on 
top of violence, with violence 
begetting violence and wrestling 
never begetting wrestling. Fans 
get involved (often I’ve seen a fan 
holding a metal chair while a 
wrestler slammed his opponent 
into it). They rarely sit down. The 
presence of Woman only raises 
the level of testosterone and vio- 
lence in Philadelphia’s tiny ECW 

(Continued on page 54) 


Wrestlers bloodied and wrapped in barbed wire ... piles of chairs in the middle of 
the ring ... total carnage ... ECW fans love it all! But is this wrestling? 
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exciting wrestlers in WCW. Somewhere along the line, Badd decided that maybe 

his flamboyance was getting in the way of his wrestling, so he put away the music 
and became slightly more conventional. Of course, calling Badd conventional is like Say- 
ing Ru Paul’s a conservative. 

Years after this not-so-shocking change, Johnny B. Badd is struggling to fulfill the potential 
he still feels he has within him. The bad news for Badd is that you won't find him on most pay- 
per-view cards. Since WCW runs non-televised arena cards about as often as Shaquille 
O'Neal hits a free throw, that leaves Badd with only one forum: WCW weekend TV. 

That's why | was so surprised the other day to see Johnny B. Badd wrestle “Diamond” 
Dallas Page in what was billed as the main event of a WCW Saturday Night program. Badd 
hasn't been seen in the WCW top 10—forget about Page—for a long time, and people 
hardly think of him as a main-eventer. Despite this, the applause for Badd was long and 
heartfelt, and he wrestled one of his best matches in battling Page to a double-countout. 

But the best Badd could do against “Diamond” Dallas Page was a double-countout? 
This time last year, Badd was getting shots at 
the U.S. title and was on the verge of beating 
Lord Steven Regal for the TV title. And don't 
forget he got some shots at the World title— 
and nearly won it—when Ric Flair was cham- 
pion in the spring of 1994. 

“It was great to be back in the spotlight,” 
Badd said after the Page match. “The crowd 
was great, and they gave me a great recep- 
tion. The only thing that spoiled it is Page 
refused to fight like a man and kept hiding 
behind his Diamond Doll. That’s a beautiful 
lady, and | don’t know what she’s doing with 
somebody like Page. | would’ve beaten him 
fair and square if he had enough guts to face 
me like a man.” 

The fans’ reaction to Badd and Badd’s per- 
formance made me wonder if he’s really in a 
slump or if he’s simply lost in what has 
become the WCW shuffle. It seems as if just 
about every former WCW star, with the excep- 
tion of Sting and Big Van Vader, has been lost 
under the tidal wave of incoming former WWF Bad days for Johnny B. 
talent, and everybody who was on his way to 
getting somewhere in WCW has been forgotten. Badd definitely fits into that category, 
which means it might be time for him to find employment elsewhere. Interestingly, the 
WWF no longer has a shuffle in which to get lost. 

| wasn’t surprised that Badd refused to discuss a possible move to the WWF. He’s 
under contract to WCW, and his bosses don’t take kindly to even the fleeting mention of 
the arch-rival federation. Badd’s silence, however, doesn’t change anything, and it’s hard 
to imagine him being much worse off in the WWF than he is in WCW. WCW officials 
threw him a bone with that Saturday Night main event, but that doesn’t mean Badd has to 
be an obedient employee. 

This shouldn't be taken as a knock against WCW. It’s simply a fact of sports—a fact of 
life, in fact—that a change of scenery is often just what a person needs to get his career 
back on track. At this point, it’s hard to imagine what Badd can possibly do to reach the 
top of WCW. | don’t see anybody clamoring for WCW to sign Badd vs. Hogan, Badd vs. 
Vader, or even Badd vs. Sting. 

Perhaps Badd will also want to rekindle some of the flamboyance and color that set him 
apart from the crowd. Wearing pink is one way to stand out, but I’m afraid it’s not the answer 
Johnny B. Badd must be looking for. Even if he won't admit that he’s looking at all. Oo 


A FEW YEARS ago, Johnny B. Badd was one of the most colorful, flamboyant, and 


Rot Feinstein presents. . . 

OFFICIAL ECW, SMOKY MT. AND USWA UNCUT TV 
SHOWS « ALL TAPES ARE $20—THAT INCLUDES 
SHIPPING TOO! ALL TAPES ARE 4 TO 6 HOURS OF 
NON-STOP ACTION. PLUS, TAPES INCLUDE TONS 
OF INTERVIEWS AND OTHER MATCHES NOT LISTED! 


ECW ® Extreme Championship Wrestling 


GECW TV TAPE #1 = Features 6 hours of action 
Funkvs. Sabu, Douglas vs. Funk 45 minute match, Funk vs. Pat 
Tanaka, Dreamer vs. Douglas, Bad Co. vs, Sullivan and Taz, 
Dreamerand Bad Co. vs, Taz and Sullivan and Hot Body PLUS 
Public Enemy, Sandman, Tazmaniac, Jason, 911 Sullivan, Bad 
Co. Hughes PLUS tons of other matches and interviews, PLUS 
tons of other matches with the ECW Stars 


QECW TV TAPE #2 © Features 6 hours of action 
Snuka vs. Dreamer, Sabu vs. Shane (Brawl) Taz and Sullivan 
brawl with Bruise Brothers, Sabu vs. Pat Tanaka. Taz & Sullivan 
vs. Bruise Brothers (Title Change), Sabu vs. Tazmaniac, Dou- 
glas & Public Enemy vs, Funk & Crash & Sullivan Plus Pitbull, 
Cairo, Hawk, Snuka, Mike Awesome, Bad Breed, Sandman and 
more PLUS tons o! other matches and interviews. 


DECW TV TAPE #3 © Features 6 houts of action 
Tanaka vs, Douglas. Taz vs. JT, Sandman vs. Cairo, Public 
Enemyvs. Bruise Brothers (Falls count anywhere WILD!!!) Sabu 
vs. Mike Awesome. Sandmanvs. Dreamer. Sabu vs. Terry Funk. 
Bobby Eaton & Am Anderson come inl!!! Taz & Sullivan vs. 
Snuka & Powers PLUS Paul E. Douglas, Pitbull, Hawk. 911, 
Peaches, Public Enemy, Bruise Brothers and more... 


OECW TV TAPE #4 « Features 6 hours of action 
Sandman vs. Cairo, Bruise Brothers vs. Public Enemy (Lumber- 
jack match) Funk & Am vs. Sabu & Eaton, Pitbull vs. Mikey, JT 
& Bruise Brothers & Dreamer vs. Douglas & Hughes & Public 
Enemy. Tazvs. Sandman PLUS Too Gold Scorpio, Cactus Jack, 
Sullivan, Jason and more... 


OECW TV TAPE #5 © Features 6 hours of action 
Sabu vs. Too Cold Scorpio, Cairo vs. Sandman (Falls count 
anywhere) Funkvs. Public Enemy. Pitbull vs, Jason, Cactus vs. 
Sabu Clips, Douglas & Hughes vs. Bruise Brothers (Cage 
match), 911 vs. Cairo, Dreamer vs. Douglas (Bloody), Taz vs. 
Jimmy Snuka, Public Enemy & Hack vs. Dreamer & Funks Plus 
Woman, Cactus Jack, Paul E. Peaches, Mikey, and more... 


CGIECW TV TAPE #6 © Features 4 hours of action 
911 & Mr. Hughes stare down, Sandman canes Dreamer, Snuka 
& Pitbulls vs. Funks & Dreamer, Barbed wire clips Funks vs. 
Public Enemy, Cactus Jackvs, Terry Funkclips, Jasons. Mikey 
(Title change), Taz & Snuka ys. Pitbulls PLUS Chad Austin, 
Sabu, Paul E, Sandman, Dreamer, and more... 


QECW TV TAPE #7 * Features 4 hours of action 
Sandman vs. Dreamer, Scorpio vs. Sabu clips, 911 vs. Evil 
Clown, Sandman vs. Dreamer (Canning match * bloody). 
Douglas vs. Dean Malenko, Douglas vs. Scorpio from tourna- 
ment, Chris Benoit vs. Scomio clips, Cactus Jack & Mikey vs. 
Public Enemy (Title change) Douglas vs. Nishimura PLUS 911, 
Scorpio, Taz. Woman, Oddesy, and tons of other matches 
including all the stars of ECW. 


GECW TV TAPE #8 * Features 4 hours of action 
Chris Benoit vs. Nishirmura. Shane Douglas video, Sandman 
eye injury, Dreamer vs. Sandman (| quit match) bloody. Cactus 
Jack ys. Sabu WILDI!!, Jason vs. Mikey PLUS Public Enemy, 
Woman. Scorpio. Benoit, Paul E, Cactus, Taz, Malenko and all 
the stars of ECW. 


QECW TV TAPE #9 © Features 4 hours of action 
Chris Benoit vs. Tazmaniac, Public Enemy vs, Bad Breed (bat 
match blood bath). Dreamer vs. Cairo (wild braw all over arena 
BLOODY), Sandman Press Conference. Douglas vs. Ron 
Simmons. Cactus Jack & Mikey vs. Public Enemy (bat match 
title change) Sabu vs. Chris Benoit, Sabu almost breaks hisneck 
PLUS Scorpio. Woman. Sandman, Paul E, Dreamer, and all the 
stars of ECW. 


OOECW TV TAPE #10 + Features 4 hours of action 
Bnan Pillman & Douglas vs. Scorpio & Simmons. Dean Malenko 
ys. Scorpio (title change), Jason vs. Scorpio. Sabu & Taz vs- 
Malenkos & Public Enemy interfere. Cactus Jack vs. Kevin 
Sullivan WILDI!!, Sandman vs. Dreamer (blood bath) PLUS 
Douglas. JT Smith. Sabu, Public Enemy, and all the stars of 
ECW. 


SMW © Smoky Mountain Wrestling 


COSMW TV #1 JAN 1994 * S HOURS 
BobArmstrong vs. Dick Murdoch * Bodies vs. Fumas Brothers. 
OWS vs. Brian Lee. Smothers vs. Candito, Bodies attack Paul 
Morton, DWB vs. Killer Kyle, Gandito vs. Spicolli PLUS The 
Moon Dogs. Jim Comette, Terry Funk, Smothers, Tammy Fytch 
and all the stars of SMW. 


OSMW TV #2 FEB 1994 Features 4 Hours 
Terry Funk vs. Bullet, DW6 vs. Brian Lee (chain match), R & RX 
vs. Heavenly Bodies, Bodies & Killer Dyle vs. &R & RX & Bobby 
Blaze Bloody, Press Conference with Thnill Seekers PLUS Moon 
Dogs, Doug Furnas. Candito, Tammy Fytch, Jim Gomette, 
Dutch Mantel, Bruise Srothers, Well Dunn and all the stars of 
SMW. 


COSMW TV #3 MARCH 1994 Features 4 Hours 
DWS vs. Homet, Tom Prichard vs. Tracey Smothers. R & RX vs. 
Well Dunn, Jim Comettys. Armstrong, R & R vs Bodies (looser 
leaves town), Smothers vs. Bedlam, Morton vs. Bran Lee, Well 
Dunn vs. Thrill Seekers PLUS Blaze, DWB. Thnill Seekers, Jake 
Roberts, Well Dunn, Tammy, Van Hom, and all the stars of 
SMW. 


COSMW TV #4 APRIL 1994 Features over 4 Hours 
R &RX gets jumped by Lee & Candito. Lee & Candito vs, R & 
RX. Bruiser Bedlam & Jim Comett vs. Armstrong, R & RX vs. 
Bodies (looserleaves town), Smothers vs. Bedlam, Morton vs. 
Brian Lee, Well Dunn vs, Thnill Seekers PLUS Blaze, DW8, Thal 
Seekers, Jake Roberts, Well Dunn, Tammy, VanHom, andall the 
stars of SMW. 


COSMW TV #5 MAY 1994 Features over 4 Hours 
Bruiser Bedlam vs. Smothers (bloody), Lee & Candito. Lee & 
Candito vs. R & RXtitle change, Candito vs. Ricky Morton, Jake 
Roberts jumps DWE, Thnil Seekers vs, Well Dunn, Jake Roberts 
vs. DW6 (title change), Randy Savage vs. Bediam, Candito vs. 
Morton everyone comes in PLUS Armstrong. Tammy, Candito, 
R& RX & Bedlam. Dory Funk and all the stars of SMW. 


COSMW TV #6 JUNE 1994 Features... 

Blaze & Fumas vs Lee & Candito. Smothers vs. Ninja, Well Dunn 
vs. Seekers, R &RX surprise Tammy with Bambi. DWB vs. Ninja 
(Jake Robers interferes), Jake & DWB brawl, Smothers gets 
attacked by DWB PLUS Ammstrongs, Gandito, Lee, Comette. R 
& RX, Thrill Seekers and ail the stars of SMW. 


CISMW TV #7 JULY 1994 Features... 

Smothers vs. Killer Kyle, Jake. DOT's. Bambr and DW5 saves 
her. R & RX.and Bambi vs. Lee and Candito & Tammy. Funks 
vs. Armstrongs, Bodies jump Thnil Seekers in parking lot. 
Smothers vs. Bran Lee. Gangstras debut PLUS Terry Gordy. 
Thrill Seekers, Bodies, Comatte and all the otherstars of SMW. 


OSMW TV #8 AUGUST 1994 Features... 

Lee & Candito vs. Armnstrongs, Slater & Orton vs. Stomper & 
R. Garvin, Bodies vs. Thrill Seekers-Bloodiest match ever. R & 
RXvs. Lee & Candito (hairmatch).R & RXvs. Lee & Candito (title 
change) Lee tums on Candito, DWB vs. Killer Kyle, Candito vs. 
Lance Storm. R & RXvs. Bodies PLUS Gangstas. Bedlam, Chns 
Walker and all the other stars of SMW. 


OSMW TV #9 SEPT 1994 Features... 
Gangstas vs. R & RX (R&RX get injured), R & RX vs. Gangstas 
re-match) Parking lot brawl with R & RX & Gangstas. Lance 
Storm vs. Boo Bradley, Brian Lee & Lance Storm ys, Candito & 
Boo Bradley, Gangstas hang Ricky Morton, Bedlam & Killer Kyle 
vs. Smothers & Armstrong PLUS tons of othermatches with all 
the SMW stars. 


OCOSMW TV #10 OCT 1994 Features... 

Boo Bradley vs. Lee. DWB & Bedlam Brawl, Ole Anderson and 
Bryant Anderson debut. Cactus Jack debut, Gangstas vs. R & 
RX, New Jack vs. Robert Bibson, Cactus Jack vs. Austin. 
Gangstas vs.R &RX barroom braw|, DWB vs, Bedtam (whipping 
match) Abby Video, Cactus & Boo Bradley Brawl, R & RX vs. 
Gangstas bloody brawl PLUS other matches with all the stars of 
SMW. 


VIDEO TAPE PRICES 


1 TAPE $20 
2 TAPES $85 7 TAPES $110 additional tapes 
3 TAPES $50 8 TAPES $125 areonly$10each! 
4 TAPES $65 9TAPES $140 
5 TAPES $80 10 TAPES $155 


BONUS...Buy more 
6 TAPES $ 95 than 10 tapes and 


500 page catalog 
of all tapes $12 


SMW ® Smoky Mountain Wrestling 


OOSMW TV #11 NOV 1994 Features... 

Bryant Anderson and Smothers confrontation, Gangstas vs. 
Bran Lee & Lance Storm wild brawl, Comett and Armstrong 
argue, Cactus Jackfeud clips, Comette & Bedlamtraining video, 
dim Comette asks Gangstas to let him manage them. but they 
tum him down, PLUS Candito, Boo Bradley, Smothers, Ander- 
son and all the other stars of SMW. 


OOSMW TV #12 DEC 1994 Features... 
Gangstas attack Armstrong, Anderson attacks Smothers, Cac- 
tus Jack vs. Candito, Gangstas vs. Armstrongs, Buddy Landel 
attacks DWB, Cactus Jack vs. Boo Bradley, Jim Comette helps 
R & RX amazing! DWS & Lande! brawl, Lee Vs. Landel title 
change, PLUS Jerry Lawler, Candito, Lee, Smothers, Anderson, 
Cactus, and all the other stars of SMW. 


CUUSWA TV #1—6 HOURS Features... 

PG13 vs. Eliminators, Lawler & Christopher vs. Gilbert & Ma- 
chine, Tommy Rich & Gilbert vs. Moon Dogs, Tommy Rich vs. 
Jerry Lawler & Gilbert & Rich vs, Lawler & Bran Christopher. Sid 
Vicious interferes GREATI! PLUS PG13, Koko B Ware, Master 
of Orient, Jef Gaylord, and all the stars of USWA. 


CQUSWA TV #2—6 HOURS Features... 
Tommy Rich vs. Lawler (barbed wire blood bath), Chnstopher 
and Moon Dogs vs. Gilbert & Rich & Machine, Spelibinder vs. 
Christopher, Sid Vicious jumps Gaylord, Doug Gilbert vs. Bran 
Christopher plus PG 13. Eliminators, Sid Vicious, Huber Reggie 
B Fine. 


QUUSWA TV #3—6 HOURS Features... 

Gilbert vs. Christopher (Car vs. title), Buddy Landel debut, Sid 
Vicious attacks Lawler, Lande! tumson Chnstopher, Sid Vicious 
ys. Tanaka, Moon Dogs vs. Rich & Landel (blood bath), Lawler 
ys. Spellbinder, Moon Dogs get jumped by Rich & Landel, 
Lawler & Idol vs. Sid Vicious & Huber PLUS all the other stars 
of USWA. 


CUUSWA TV #4—6 HOURS Features... 

Rich & Landel attach Moon Dogs, Lande! & Rich vs. PG13 
parking lot brawl, Lawlervs. Sid Vicious, Landel vs. Christopher, 
Sid & Gilbert vs. Eliminators, Lawler & Christopher vs. Spell- 
binder & Fine, Chistophervs. Gilbert (Hairs. Hair), Dark Patriot 
vs. Christopher. all the other-stars of USWA, 


QUSWA TV #5—6 HOURS Features... 

Sid Vicious & Gilbert ys. Lawler & Chnstopher, PG 13 & Miss 
Texas vs. Phantoms & Fantasia. Lawler vs, Gilbert, Rich vs. 
Lawler. bloody locker room brawl, Mable vs. Sid Vicious, Landel 
vs. Rich, Moon Dogs vs. Cadiliac Brother PLUS Spellbinder, 
Landel, PG13, and all the other stars of USWA. 


CUUSWA TV #6—6 HOURS Features... 

Rich & Landel feud clips, Lawler & Christophers. Rich & Gilbert 
PLUS a bloody lockerroom brawl, Moon Dogsys. Rich & Gilbert 
& Dowdenvs, Lawler & Dundee & Christopher, Rich vs. Landel, 
Gaylord vs. Spelibinder, Bruise Brothers debut, Lawler & Dundee 
& Christophervs. Rich & Gilbert & Machine, PLUS tons of other 
matches with all the USWA stars. 


COUSWA TV #7—6 HOURS Features... 

Lawler & Sid brawl, Rich vs. Christopher, Dundee & Gilbert 
brawl, Rich & Christopher brawl, PG 13 & Dundee vs, Spelibind- 
er & Gilbert & Rich, best of Memphis 10 man tag match PLUS 
tons of year in review matches with Funk, Sid Vicious, Lawler, 
Dundee, Rich, Lande! and all of the other stars of USWA. 


Indicate video tape choices & mail with 
check or money order to: ROB FEINSTEIN 


865 GreenRidge Circle * Langhorne, PA 19053 
OR CALL (215) 752-4279 


Thumbs U 


Each Issue, THE Wrestier will praise the noteworthy and damn those who violate the honor of 
wrestling. The praiseworthy receive a Thumbs Up, the disgraceful are marked with a Thumbs 
Down. Here is this month's roll of honor and shame. 


= 


Thumbs Up to Savio Vega. He’s our King of the Ring after an outstanding perfor- 
mance at the WWF pay-per-view! The Royal Rumble has its iron man—the wrestler 
who lasts longest in the ring. Now the King of the Ring has its own iron man, 
According to the King of the Ring format, the quarterfinals, semifinals, and finals 
are held on the same night. That means the winner usually has to wrestle three 
matches. Savio Vega wrestled four. He qualified for the tournament by beating Irwin 
R. Schyster, then dispatched of Yokozuna and The Roadie before running out of gas 
against the conniving Mabel. To us, Vega won for losing! 


Thumbs Up to Sting. Another big victory by the “Stinger” answered any questions 
about whether he’d ever emerge from his early-year funk. The answer is a resound- 
ing yes. Sting won the U.S. title tournament by holding off a determined effort by 
Meng in the final match at The Great American Bash. Meng was in control for most 
of the match, but Sting wouldn’t let the Tonga native get the best of him. Another 
run at the WCW World title is in order for Sting, even if his friend Hulk Hogan is 
champion. As U.S. champ, Sting is the top contender to the big belt that he won 
three times previously and could be his again. 


Thumbs Up to Brad Armstrong. Here’s one man who knows the importance of fami- 


ly. Brad’s brother Steve has been trying for months to unseat Buddy Landell as 
Smoky Mountain champion, and all he has to show for his efforts are about two 
dozen victories by DQ. After Landell beat Steve at a recent SMW TV taping, a 
masked man billing himself as Armstrong’s Avenger challenged the “Nature Boy” to : 


a non-title match and beat him. Landell was shocked and embarrassed when Avenger 
revealed himself to be Brad, who says he’s back in SMW to help his father against 
Jim Cornette and to win the SMW belt. Welcome back, Brad! 


Thumbs Up to Cactus Jack. One of the most ridiculous sights we’ve seen lately 
was Cactus Jack trying to wrestle a technical match against Axl Rotten on an ECW 
card in Philadelphia. Actually, they were doing a pretty good job until the crowd 
put both men in their place and started booing. Cactus Jack vs. Axl Rotten in a sci- 
entific match makes about as much sense as Giants vs. Bears in touch football. 
Finally, the two men got down to the bloody basics and Cactus Jack pinned Rotten. 
This match proved that not only is Cactus Jack one of the sport’s best brawlers, he 
can wrestle, too. 
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Thumbs Downi} 


Thumbs Down to Sid Vicious. We couldn’t count on one hand the number of times 
big Sid has let us down. Not that we wanted him to gain revenge against Diesel, but 
we were certainly looking forward to seeing them collide in a tag team match at King 
of the Ring. Instead, Sid turned and walked away while his manager, Ted DiBiase, 
pleaded with him to return. DiBiase should know by now that there’s no reasoning 
with this hard-headed man. “Psycho” Sid’s history is to either waste opportunities or 
walk away from them. He chose the coward’s route. It should be renamed the Sid 
Vicious route. 


Thumbs Down to Jerry Lawler. The King of Feet got a taste of his own smelly medi- 
cine at King of the Ring. Not only did he lose to arch-rival Bret Hart, but he was 
forced to sniff “The Hitman’s” odorous ped. Actually, Hart stuffed his big toe in 
Lawler’s mouth! If that wasn’t bad enough, Hart turned Lawler into a contortionist 
and made him taste his own feet. We know the aroma, Jerry. Stale Fritos, right? We 
won’t suggest that this type of match is proper, but Lawler made his own bed. Shortly 
before King of the Ring, Lawler forced Aldo Montoya to kiss his feet. Finally, Lawler 
had to toe the line. 


Thumbs Down to “Diamond” Dallas Page. From this view, DDP is 1,000-0 in arm 
wrestling matches in which he cheats and 0-1 in fair fights. Page’s loss to Dave 
Sullivan at The Great American Bash was one of the most pleasant sights we’ve seen 
in a while. To tell you the truth, Dallas, The Diamond Doll didn’t seem too upset 
about having to go out on a date with Dave Sullivan. Maybe she’ll finally get a word 
in edgewise. As for DDP, this former manager-turned-bad wrestler-turned-bad arm 
wrestler might want to look into something that doesn’t involve cheating ... like mar- 
rying The Diamond Doll before she looks elsewhere. 


Thumbs Down to Ted Turner. The buck should stop at the desk of the owner of 
WCW. With the federation putting together a program that will air on TNT directly 
opposite the WWF’s Monday Night Raw, we have to wonder why. Not that a Raw- 
type program isn’t a good idea, but why Monday night, when wrestling fans already 
have something good to watch? Why would TNT want to split the TV audience, 
thereby hurting itself, fans, and the WWF, instead of finding its own niche. We’ll also 
remind Turner that Monday Night Football begins again in the fall. Raw vs. WCW 
seems like a confrontation that will lead to ratings disaster. 
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CORRESPONDENTS 


New York, NY (Correspon- 
dent—Pau! Rouges): Former 
tag team partners Bam Bam 
Bigelow and Tatanka were very 
anxious to tear into each other at 
Madison Square Garden, but in 
the end, it was Ted DiBiase who 
made the difference. 

The Native American rule- 
breaker attacked Bigelow before 
the opening bell had sounded, 
and the two got into a brawl out- 


Tatanka felt some pain at the hands of 
Bam Bam Bigelow during a match at 
Madison Square Garden. Thanks to 
Ted DiBiase, though, the Native 
American left with a victory. 


REPORTS 


side the ring. Once in the 
ring, Bigelow evaded an 
early pin attempt by grab- 
bing onto the ropes. 
Bigelow eventually lifted 
Tatanka onto his shoul- 
ders, but knocked down 
the referee in the process. 
In the midst of the confu- 
sion, Bigelow dove off the 
top rope, headbutted 
Tatanka, and attempted a 
pin, but the referee was 
still out cold. 

Clearly frustrated, Bam 
Bam climbed the ropes 
and got ready to execute a 
moonsault, but DiBiase pushed 
him off the ropes. While Bigelow 
was down, DiBiase draped a grog- 
gy Tatanka’s arm over Bigelow. 
The referee regained conscious- 
ness and counted the pin. 

In other bouts: Skip pinned Aldo 
Montoya ... Men on a Mission de- 
feated The Smokin’ Gunns ... 
Jean-Pierre Lafitte pinned Doink 
... Adam Bomb beat Intercon- 
tinental champ Jeff Jarrett by dis- 
qualification ... Hunter Hearst 
Helmsley beat Duke Droese ... 
Shawn Michaels beat Sid Vicious 
... Man Mountain Rock pinned 
Bob Backlund ... Savio Vega 
pinned Owen Hart. 


Doug Gilbert attempts to flip out of Steve 
Keirn’s wristlock. Keirn and his Fabulous Ones 
partner Stan Lane showed they can still be fab- 
ulous when they beat Gilbert and Tommy Rich 
to win a USWA tag team tournament. 


Memphis, TN (Correspon- 
dent—Chuck Morris): The finals 
of the USWA’s “Memphis 
Memories” best of Memphis tag 
team tournament came down to 
two great tag teams—one from 
the present, Doug Gilbert and 
Tommy Rich, and one from the 
past, The Original Fabulous Ones, 
Steve Keirn and Stan Lane. 

Lane used his martial arts and 
brawling skills to hold both Rich 
and Gilbert at bay early. Keirn 
quickly tagged in and kept Gilbert 
on the mat. It looked as if it might 
be a quick win for the Fabs until 
Rich distracted the referee and 

(Continued on page 56) 


WE'RE LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD FANS! 


If you would like your area of the country represented in these reports, while also being officially credited with your own by-line, 
send us reports of the matches you attend. You will have the thrill ofseeing your name in an internationally known magazine 
while at the same time helping to improve the quality of wrestling in your area. So why not give it a try? You will be glad you did! 


Send your reports to: 


CORRESPONDENTS EDITOR, BOX 1148, FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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CHECK IT OUT, WRESTLIN 


THIS SERVICE IS AVAILABLE FOR BOTH ROTARY AND TOUCH-TONE TELEPHONES. 
NO PURCHASE OR TELEPHONE CALL NECESSARY 


"Five runners-up will each receive a 
i Pro Wrestling Illustrated subscription? 
| GAME #69 runs from August 15, 1995 to Novembe 


ri 


WORD LIST 
ARENA MATCH 


ATTACK PINFALL 
BODYSLAM PUNCH 
BOOTS RING 
CHAMPION ROPES 
CHOKE SAVATE 
DROPKICK SUPLEX 
LEGDROP TEAM 


HIDDEN MATCH: 


H 
B 
G 
H 
Cc 
T 
A 
M 
L 
P 


UDOVA—-OAOTD 
DruTm7mowvovumn”n 


WRESTLING WORD-FIND CHALLENGE RULES & REGULATIONS 

Enter as often as you wish. Open to residents of the continental U.S. 12 or older; under 18 need parental permission to participate. Void in CA, MN, NJ, LA, GA, and where prohibit- 
ed by law. The contest begins 8/15/95 and ends 1/15/96, Contest consists of three games. Game 69 begins 8/15/95 and ends 11/15/95; Game 70 begins 9/15/95 and ends 12/15/95; 
Game 71 begins 10/15/95 and ends 1/15/96. Approximately five days after each game, one First Prize winner and five Second Prize winners will be selected at random from among 
all eligible entries received that correctly identify the hidden match for that game. First Prize winners will each receive $250 cash; Second Prize winners will each receive a 6-issue 
subscription to Pro Wrestling Illustrated (retail value of subscription $15). Total retail value of all prizes to be awarded is approximately $325. For each game, the odds of winning 
depend on the number of eligible entries received that correctly identify the hidden match. All prizes will be awarded. No substitutions allowed. NO PURCHASE OR TELEPHONE 
CALL NECESSARY TO PARTICIPATE. For complete rules and/or mail-in entry form with word list clues and word-find diagram, send a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to: WRESTLING WORD-FIND CHALLENGE, P.O. BOX 625, DEVON, PA 19333, and at your option, identify the number of the game you wish to enter. All mail-in entries must 
be postmarked no later than the ending date of the game entered (as indicated on the entry form provided by the sponsor) and received no later than five days after the ending date 
of that game. Contest sponsored by London Publishing Co. and Advanced Telecom Services, Inc., 996 Old Eagle School Road, Wayne, PA 19087-1806 (610) 964-9146. 


CALLERS UNDER 18 NEED PERMISSION OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN! 


Q: “This question is for Jim 


A: 


Cornette: I don’t like the way 
you conduct yourself in the 
WWF, but I do think you’re an 
intelligent manager. I was 
wondering how I could go 
about getting your auto- 
graph?”—Rhonda Lenders, 
Pawtucket, RI 

“An autograph?” Cornette 
said incredulously. “I’m not 
gonna waste any of my valu- 
able time signing an auto- 
graph for a moron like you. 
For me, Rhonda, time is 
money. If I went to any 
sports memorabilia show 


Jim Cornette says he charges kids for 
autographs. We’re happy to report that 
he did give this youngster an auto- 
graph, and he didn’t accept the $20. 
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around the country, I could 
probably get $1,000 for my 
autograph. But I don’t go to 
those kind of shows, because 
I know I’d cause a riot. 
There’d be so many people 
knockin’ each over just so 
they could get maybe get a 
glimpse of me and get my 
autograph ... it’d be an ugly 
scene. No, Rhonda, if you 
want my autograph, you’d 
have to shell out good money 
for it. Just the other day, 
some little twerp asked me 
for my autograph. I said no 
way, unless he paid me. 
Guess what? He actually 
handed me a $20 bill. I gave 
it back to him because I saw 
his family. They needed it a 
lot more than me!” 
2 


Q: “I have a question for Sting: 


Now that you’re the U.S. 
heavyweight champion, and 
supposedly the number-one 
contender to the WCW World 
title, will you finally challenge 
Hulk Hogan?”—Steven Wil- 
son, Augusta, GA 


A: “I guess I’m going to keep 


getting that kind of question 
for a long time,” Sting 
replied. “That’s what Vader 
did when he became U.S. 
champion—he stormed right 
into Hulk’s dressing room 
and demanded a title shot. 


But Vader and the ‘Stinger’ 
don’t see eye-to-eye. I’m not 
gonna challenge Hulk like 
that. If we decide somewhere 
down the road that it’d best 
for us to wrestle each other, 
we’ll do it. Not now, though. 
Think about it—me, Hulk, 
and Renegade control the 
three singles belts in WCW. 
Anyone who wants to go any- 
where has to go through one 
of us. Meng ... Arn ... Flair, 
I don’t think any one of you 
can beat any one of us.” 


Though Luna Vachon Is married to The 
Vampire Warrior, she has been seen 
kissing Tommy Dreamer. She says her 
husband should learn to stay out of 
her career. 
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Q: “I have some questions for 
Luna Vachon: What’s going 
on with you in ECW? I see 
you hanging all over Tommy 
Dreamer and helping him in 
his feud with Raven, Steve 
Richards, and Beulah Mc- 
Gillicutty. Then your husband, 
Vampire Warrior, comes to 
ECW and starts feuding with 
Dreamer, and you seem to 
take Tommy’s side. What’s 

(Continued on page 57) 


So many of you have written to 
tell us that you'd love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! E WON'T RETURN 
Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming gY HERNAN LEAVES WINE, SNS 
cards, ratings, transactions, and a comprehensive compilation of match results! You BO BRAWL 
get all this—each and every week!—in a format that keeps you on top of today’s ERSON \NJURED IN HOTEL 
wrestling news today! VICIOUS & AND 

fl 
FIRST WITH THE NEWS! CHARGES AGAINST LAWLER DROPED? 


New efforts have been made to get PW/ Weekly to you earlier than ever so all the 
news is as fresh as can be. With the exception of holidays, PW/ Weekly will be placed 
in the U.S. mail for first-class delivery each Wednesday morning, so you'll be the first 
to know about the title changes, the big match signings, the major controversies, and 
the triumphs and tragedies that occurred throughout the wrestling world that previous 
week. 


STILL NOT SURE? 

Want to try a sample issue of PW! Weekly? No problem! Just send us $1.95 and we'll 
send you a copy of PW! Weekly hot off the press! We're certain that once you see all 
the news, features, and information packed into our newsletter, you'll want to become a 
subscriber. (Sorry, no credit cards accepted for single-issue orders.) 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
PWI Weekly is cover-priced at $1.95 per issue, and we offer you three big ways to save: 
* 17 weekly issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings off the cover price 
* 34 weekly issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings off the cover price 
¢ 52 weekly issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings off the cover price 


single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 


(Pennsylvania residents add 6% sales tax) issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only. 
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i] 1 
i to: YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send | 
“Ee i ie Co. 1) NEW me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 
i: P.O. Box 91 2 RENEWAL ; i 
CL] 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 
| Fort Washington, PA 19034 witha : 
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i i] 
Please indicate method of payment: 1) 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings! 
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INTRODUCING 
SAVIO VEGA 


By Dave Lenker 


EGA ALTA, IN case you 
VV haven't heard of it, is a 

small town in northern 
Puerto Rico. And while we wish 
we could say it was named after 
one of its favorite sons, WWF 
newcomer and 1995 King of the 
Ring finalist Savio Vega, we can’t. 
Vega Alta was Vega Alta long 
before Mr. and Mrs. Vega wel- 
comed little Savio into the world. 

But that doesn’t mean Savio 
isn’t a hero in his hometown. 

Just stop by a certain little can- 
tina about halfway between Vega 
Alta and Bayamon. It’s run by 
Juan Mantana, who boasts that 
his establishment serves “the best 
damn cerveza in all of Puerto 
Rico!” On the wall inside the front 
door of the cantina hangs a pic- 
ture of a beaming Savio Vega. “To 
mi amigo Juan. All my best, 
Savio,” is scribbled in the lower 
righthand corner. 

“He came here a little while 
after King of the Ring,” said 
Mantana. “Years ago, he used to 
hang around all the time. There 
were never any fights when he 
was around, either. Everybody 
knew if you caused any trouble, 
you would have to deal with Savio 
Vega. And you didn’t want to have 
to deal with Savio Vega! 

“No one knew he was coming 


Photos by John S. Pithers 


It took Savio Vega less than two months to become one of the most popular 
wrestlers in the WWF. He is gunning for the Intercontinental title and is being com- 
pared favorably to Pedro Morales. 


“Who’s that?” was what people were asking when Savio Vega stormed 
the ring at WWF In Your House In May. They have since found out that 


he could be the next Puerto Rican wrestling legend! 
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back after King of the Ring. He just 
walked in one day. Everyone in 
the cantina stood up and cheered 
him. Our new conquering hero 
had come home. When he 
becomes the World champion in 
the WWF, we will throw him the 
biggest parade Puerto Rico has 
ever seen!” 

Alas, there was no one lauding 
the 5'11", 260-pound Vega as a 
hero a decade ago, when he 
decided wrestling might be the 
career for him. Like a lot of other 
youngsters growing up in Puerto 
Rico, Vega had watched wrestling 
on TV and got his hands on as 
many American wrestling maga- 
zines as he could. Ironically, Mr. 
Fuji, whose protege, Yokozuna, 
was Vega’s first round 
foe at King of the Ring, 
used to be one of his 
favorite athletes. 

After earning a black 
belt in tae-kwan do, Vega 
Started training in a gym 
in Dorado, where he 
convinced local wrestler 
Julio Rodriguez and a 
few of his friends to train 
him for a career in the 
mat sport. He made his 
pro debut in 1986 as 
TNT, competing in vari- 
ous Puerto Rican pro- 
motions, in Mexico, and 
in Bill Watts’ UWF in 
Louisiana. 

“TNT exploded wher- 
ever he went,” Vega 
joked. “You learn a lot 
when you wrestle in 
Puerto Rico. It isn’t 
always pretty. You have 
a lot of violent wrestlers. 
Sometimes you have to 
bend the rules a little to 
get ahead.” 

As TNT, Vega did 
have stints as both a 
rulebreaker and a fan 
favorite. And he found 
that all his martial arts 
training didn’t do him 


much good when he had to wres- 
tle Abdullah the Butcher in a 
series of barbed-wire matches. 
“He’s a tough man,” said Vega. 
“He’s more like an animal. You 
can never turn your back on him. 
But | learn a lot in matches 
against him. I’m a better wrestler 
because of those matches.” He 
also learned the value of friend- 
ship in the late-1980s in Puerto 
Rico when he met a man named 
Razor Ramon. Actually, he was 
first introduced to him when he 
clashed with him in the ring. It 
didn’t take Vega long to realize 
that he’d be better off on the 
good side of the “Bad Guy.” The 
two of them quickly became the 
best of friends, though they did 


Vega is a black belt in tae-kwan do, and he frequently uses his 
martial arts skills in the ring. He also knows how to tie oppo- 
nents up in painful submission holds. 


lose touch during the last few 
years. 

Until May 14, 1995, that is. 

That’s when, unbeknownst to 
Ramon, Savio flew to Syracuse, 
New York, and bought a ticket for 
the inaugural WWF In Your House 
pay-per-view. 

“| wanted to surprise Razor,” he 
said. “Il had been following his 
career real closely, and | knew 
he’d beat The Roadie and Jeff 
Jarrett in the handicap match that 
night. | thought we’d go out and 
celebrate after the match.” 

He was right; Ramon did beat 
Roadie and Jarrett rather handily. 
But the two rulebreakers got the 
best of Razor in a postmatch attack, 
and Vega was forced to take dras- 
tic action: He charged 
into the ring and cleared 
away “Double-J” and his 
lackey. In the few months 
that have transpired 
since, he has signed a 
contract with the WWF, 
beaten Intercontinental 
champ Jarrett by countout 
and DQ, advanced to the 
King of the Ring finals, 
teamed with Ramon, and 
accepted the 1995 Hall 
of Fame plaque for the 
only Puerto Rican wrestler 
to have ever won a world 
title, Pedro Morales. 

“It’s been crazy,” he 
said, “but it's been great, 
too! I’m going to be the 
next Puerto Rican 
wrestling legend! | want 
to make my people 
proud!” 

He has done that 
already. Just ask all the 
regulars in Juan Man- 
tana’s cantina. “On the 
day he wins the WWF 
titte—and we all believe 
he'll do it,” said Mantana, 
“we're gonna make that 
day Savio Vega Day. All 
of Puerto Rico will cele- 
brate!” O 
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Each month, 
THE WRESTLER will 
present a "Question and 
Answer" forum with an important 

figure in the wrestling world. It is your 


chance to meet wrestling's biggest stars 
as they answer the questions WWE LEGENDS 


uppermost in fans' minds ROUNDTABLE 


be a good idea to interview one of the new inductees into the WWF Hall of Fame. “I know 

every one of them very well,” said Senior Editor Bill Apter. “Let’s just decide which one 
we want to interview, and I'll sit down with him or her at the Hall of Fame Dinner.” Sounded easy 
enough, but it wasn’t. 

“I say we talk to Moolah,” argued Associate Editor Brandi Mankiewicz. “Let's see what she thinks 
about the resurgence of women’s 
wrestling in the WWF!” 

“No, let’s go with George Steele,” 
said Associate Publisher Craig Peters. 
“Very few people have ever heard him 
talk. It'd be a fascinating interview!” 

“T always liked Ernie Ladd,” said 
Publisher Stu Saks. “Let's find out what 
he thinks about all these two-sport stars 
today!” 

The argument went on for about an 
hour. Finally, a compromise was 
reached. We would interview all of them, 
and not one at a time, but all at once. 
“We'll call it a legends roundtable,” 
said Apter. “I know I can get them to 
agree to do it.” And agree they did. New 
Hall of Famers Ladd, Steele, Moolah, 
along with possible future Hall of Famer 
Mr. Fuji sat down at the Hall of Fame 
Dinner and talked about a variety of 
topics, Apter tried his best to moderate. 


| | 7 HEN WE AT Tue WRESTLER were planning the November 1995 issue, we thought it would 
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George “The Animal” Steele was 
famous for tearing up turnbuckles and 
rubbing the stuffings in opponents’ 
eyes. He’s now a WWF talent scout, and 
he doesn’t regret using underhanded 
tactics during his career. 


BILL APTER: What a thrill it is to 


be moderating this legends round- 
table. Let’s open things up with 
this question: Wrestling today is a 
lot different than it was when you 
four competed. There are enter- 
tainment factors like fireworks, 
celebrities, and musical entrances, 
to surround the actual wrestling. 
Do you like that? 


ERNIE LADD: No matter what the 


dressing is, it is the athlete who 
is the most integral part of 
what takes place in the arena. 
Sure, whatever happens before 
the match starts is exciting for 
the people. It gets the crowd 
into the feel of the night. It’s 
okay with me. 


MR. FUJI: Mr. Vince McMahon 


did a great thing by adding 
entertainment to wrestling. The 
sport is seeing such great popu- 
larity. I love what has happened 


Mr. Fuji hits Dean Ho with a 
nasty chop in 1974. Fuji, a five- 
time WWF World tag team 
champion, may be inducted into 
the WWF Hall of Fame one day, 
but he’s more concerned with 
the career of Yokozuna. 


to wrestling. 


GEORGE STEELE: Hey, Apter, I 


agree with Fuji. Wrestling was 
not universally accepted until 
Vince Jr. dressed it up. The 
music, the fireworks—hey, 
daddy, it’s cool. I love it all. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH: Darlings, 


I have seen wrestling go 
through a number of changes, 
but when Vince brought in 
celebrities like Cyndi Lauper 
and Mr. T, it took our wonder- 
ful sport to a new level. I love 
it, darlin’. 


APTER: Throughout most of your 


careers, you were all known as 
rulebreakers. Any regrets? 


STEELE: Hell no! My opponents 


got what they deserved. 


LADD: Yeah, tell ’em, “Animal.” If 


you got into the ring with me or 
George, you were cruisin’ for a 
bruisin’! 
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Fabulous Moolah can’t escape the flying headscissors of Judy Grable, whom she calls her tough- 


est opponent ever. Today, Moolah is impressed by what she sees from WWF World Women’s 
champ Alundra Blayze. 


22 The Wrestler 


FUJI: I regret I did not cripple 
more people. (The entire panel 
breaks out in raucous laughter, 
but not Moolah. They all com- 
pose themselves quickly when 
she starts to talk.) 

MOOLAH: Excuse me, gentlemen. 
I injured some opponents, and 
yes, I do regret it now. But in 
those days, I was so hungry to 
get ahead that what I did just 
didn’t matter. I feel bad for 
some of the gals I hurt. (The 
other three panel members look 
at each other, shaking their 
heads in disbelief.) 

STEELE: Hey, Ernie, gimme a 
hankie, I think ’'m gonna cry! 

MOOLAH: You know, I don’t like 
where this thing is going. I'll 
floor you, “Animal,” if you 
don’t shut up right now! 

STEELE: (Pointing to his chin) 
Take your best shot, Moolah, 
come on! 

LADD: Give it to him, Moolah! 

APTER: Come on, stop it. This is 
supposed to be a discussion, not a 
feud. 

STEELE: Tell her that, daddy! 

APTER: Okay, okay. Let’s get back 
to the questions. 

FUJI: I want to ask what my 
friends here are doing with 
their lives today. 

LADD: Staying home with my won- 
derful family, praying to the 
Lord, and doing a lot of com- 
munity work to help kids and 


underprivileged people. 
MOOLAH: I’m still working at my 
training camp in South 


Carolina, and I’m also very 
active with the LIWA, the 
Ladies International Wrestling 
Association. We are a group 
dedicated to the continued 
excellence of our wrestlers. We 
also are very dedicated to the 
welfare of the veteran women 


wrestlers, some of whom may 
have fallen on hard times. We try 
to help them as much as we can. 

STEELE: Daddy, I’m working with 
the WWF as a talent scout. 
And, as most of you know, I’ve 
been in some commercials and 
also had the part of Tor 
Johnson in the movie Ed Wood. 
Hollywood loves “The Animal,” 
daddy! Hey, Fuji, tell °em what 
you’re doing! 

FUJI: Dedicating my life to the 
training and management of the 
great Yokozuna. 

STEELE: Cool, daddy! 

APTER: If you had to pick one oppo- 
nent you would label as your 
toughest, who would it be? 

LADD: I have to say Andre the 
Giant was the toughest man I 
ever faced. My body ached after 
I got out of the ring after fight- 
ing him. We had some real bru- 
tal wars. 

FUJI: No question about it: Mr. 
Chief Jay Strongbow. Both in 
single matches and in tag teams, 
he gave me the toughest fights. 

STEELE: Pedro Morales. Daddy, 
that dude was tough as they 
come. Everybody thought he 
was a good guy, but I’ll tell you, 
he was a helluva brawler. 

MOOLAH: It was Judy Grable, 
back in the late-’50s. She was 
like a female Antonino Rocca. 
She wrestled barefoot, and I 
never knew where she was com- 
ing from in the ring. She was all 
over me. Tough woman, really 
tough, darlin’. 

APTER: Let’s talk about the 
wrestlers of today. Who do each 
of you pick to be a future WWF 
Hall of Famer? 

MOOLAH: Alundra Blayze. She 
won’t hold the World Women’s 
title as long as I did—28 
years—but she’s darn good. I 


see greatness in her every move. 

LADD: “Big Daddy Cool” Diesel. 
Big guy just like me. He knows 
how to use his size to his advan- 
tage. I can’t see him doing any- 
thing but getting better and bet- 
ter through the years. 

FUJI: No, that is a stupid choice. 
Diesel cannot become the Hall 
of Fame great that my Yoko- 
zuna will. 

LADD: If Yokozuna lost a few hun- 
dred pounds, and looked more 
like an athlete, he might make it 
to the Hall of Fame. 

STEELE: Yeah, right now he’s so 
fat, he can’t even get through 
Hall of Fame doors! (Everyone 
but Fuji and Moolah are laugh- 
ing, and Steele continues.) Hey, 
what’s that in the arena, the 
WWE blimp? No, it’s Yoko! 

APTER: George, come on. Enough 
sarcasm, Who do you pick? 

STEELE: Daddy, the next great Hall 
of Famer is Shawn Michaels. 
What a great talent. He’s got 
the moves and the charisma to 
make him an all-time great. 
He’s a total package of talent. 

LADD: Hey, Moolah, what man do 
you see getting into the Hall of 
Fame? 

MOOLAH: When you talk about 
talent, there is only one man in 
my estimation who deserves the 
all-time great stamp, and that is 
Bret Hart. When you talk about 
technical ability and strides that 
have already been made in a 
career, you can pick no one else. 

STEELE: Yo, Moolah. You want a 
date with him? (Laug::s) 

MOOLAH: (Blushing) Wouldn’t 
mind that at all, George! 
(Everyone laughs.) 

APTER: As a final question, what do 
you envision for the future of our 
great sport? 

(Continued on page 58) 
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THE WRESTLER PANEL EXAMINES 


ABDULLAH THE BUTCHER 


Each month 

THE WRESTLER'S panel of experts 

will offer candid opinions of one 

of wrestling's stars. Whether an up-and-coming 
youngster or an established superstar in his own right, 

our panel will always be frank and honest without fear of reprisal 


Abdullah and Terry Funk have been rivals for decades, and the Butcher always brings a foreign 
object when he wrestles the wily Texan. Our experts agree: Abdullah is amazing! 
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CAPT. LOU ALBANO 

“Where do you start when you're talkin’ about 
Abdullah? He's nuts. He's insane. He's out of con- 
trol. He's a monster. | couldn't believe it when 
someone told me he’s been around 37 years. | 
thought it was at least 50! | woulda thought all 
those poundings over the years woulda taken 
their toll, but they haven't. He’s crazier than ever, 
and he still loves beating guys up and getting 


beat up. He should slow down and calm down 
before he kills himself.” 


Capt. Lou Albano, “The Buide Light,” has led 13 
different tag teams to a record 17 WWF World tag 
team titles. 


KILLER KOWALSKI 

“A rulebreaker's rulebreaker. This guy doesn’t 
core about anything except making other people 
suffer, | love it! When | talk to young wrestlers 
about killer instinct, | always tell them about 
Abdullah. He won't let a match end until he has 
hurt his opponent a ton. | laugh when | hear peo- 
ple say he’s just a monster. That's just not true. 
Abdullah is one of the most focused athletes I’ve 
ever seen. He always goes into a match with a set 
plan. He's incredible,” 


Killer Kowalski, one of the most sadistic rule- 
breakers in the sport's history, runs a wrestling 
school in Reading, Massachusetts. 


DORY FUNK JR. 

“Sure, I'm among the many who believe Abdullah 
is truly a unique force in wrestling. There'll never 
be another man as sadistic as him. Anyone who 
hasn't seen him in person ought to do it while 
they still can, because he’s fun to watch. It would 
have been interesting to see what Abdullah could 
have done if he was in better shape most of his 
career. As tough and bloodthirsty as he is, he’s 
always had trouble in matches that lasted more 
than about 10 minutes or so.” 


Dory Funk Jr. held the NWA World championship 
from 1969 to 1973. He still wrestles from time to 
time, primarily in Japan. 


FABULOUS MOOLAH 

“That's one guy I’m glad | never had to wrestle. 
I've never seen a man spill more blood in the 
om than Abdullah the Butcher. | respect him, 
darlin’. If you watch him wrestle, you'll see he 
doesn’t have all that much athletic talent. He 
relies on those foreign objects of his. | respect 
him because he is so intimidating. He's so vicious 
that a lot of guys are afraid to wrestle him, even 
at his age. Never underestimate the importance 
of intimidation, hon.” 


Fabulous Moolah, the finest woman wrestler in 
history, held the World title for 28 years. She 
trains wrestlers in Columbia, South Carolina. 


LOU THESZ 

“| have mixed feelings about Abdullah. One one 
hand, | admire him for being able to succeed for 
four decades. He's amazing. But on the other 
hand, | think he goes way too far. He’s too vio- 
lent, and | see a lot of up-and-comers trying to 
emulate him. If they're not the most talented or 
the quickest guy around, they think maybe they 
can be the next Abdullah and win matches by just 
ripping their opponents apart. Abdullah is not a 
man who should be copied.” 


Lou Thesz held the NWA World title six times dur- 
ing his fabulous 50-year career. Many consider 
him the greatest all-around wrestler in history. 


LANCE RUSSELL 

“The most amazing thing about Abdullah is, in my 
opinion, that he is so hard to wrestle against. He’s 
slow, but then it’s not easy to knock a 360-pound 
man off his feet. And he fears nothing. No matter 
what you try to do to him, he'll just sit there and 
take it. There’s no one style of wrestling that is 
always effective against him. You've heard the 
old adage that some wrestlers will take two 
punches to give one. Abdullah will take 10 punch- 
es... at least!” 


Lance Russell, a wrestling broadcaster since 1954, 
is now retired. He does periodic guest spots on 
WMC-TV in Memphis. 
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EYEWITNESS 0 July 4 near Tampa, 
Florida, Brutus Beefcake 
REPORT: was involved in a 
terrifying—and career-threatening—parasailing 
accident. B. Brian Blair, formerly of 


The Killer Bees, was there that day and 
told The Wrestler what happened 


") = Z P 
B. Brian Blair (above) was witness to 


the horrible accident that befell Brutus 
The Barber’ Beefcake (left). 


WRESTLER 
CLASSIC! 


It's hard’to believe that it was 

five years ago this month that » 

Brutus Beefcake suffered a TH e 
career-threatening injury. The Ip 
details of that injury are \f h, 
amazing—but notas amazing 7 
as the fact that Beefcake 
recovered to wrestle again! » 

Be amazed once more by this 


“Wrestler Classic,” from our = 
November 1990 edition. 
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By Bill Apter & Dave Rosenbaum 


RUTUS BEEFCAKE HAS spent 

his life risking his life. Every 
time he steps into the ring, there is 
a chance he will not walk out of it 
with his limbs fully intact. The risk 
of death in a wrestling ring isn’t 
great, but the risk of injury is al- 
ways there. 

Beefcake lives dangerously. And 
he plays dangerously, too. 

On July 4 in Lutz, Florida, near 
Tampa, Beefcake and _ several 
friends, including B. Brian Blair, 
spent the day parasailing on Brown 
Lake. 

“It's just something we do,” 
Blair told The Wrestler. ‘‘We realize 
the danger involved, but we still do 
it.” 

But Blair, Beefcake, and the oth- 
ers couldn't have realized the terror 
they would experience on this day. 
A horrifying late-afternoon accident 
crushed Beefcake’s face and left 
his wrestling future in doubt. 

“The doctor said what happened 
would have killed a normal man,’’ 
Blair said. 


D 


A news release issued by Beef- 
cake’s family stated: ‘‘The accident 
involved fractures of all facial ele- 
ments ... A team of physicians, 
headed by cranial facial/plastic sur- 


geon Dr. Mutaz Habal, performed 
an 8¥2-hour surgical procedure to 
repair Beefcake’s facial fractures. 

“The cranial bone was used for 
the reconstruction, allowing the sur- 
gical team to position all structures 
in proper configuration and posi- 
tion," the statement continued. 
“Concealed incisions were used, 
eliminating all external scarring and 
producing an almost normal ap- 
pearance and function when the 
operation was concluded.” 

Doctors had to peel back Beef- 
cake’s face, cut his hair entirely, 
and insert eight steel plates, 40 
screws, and more than 100 sta- 
ples. But when Beefcake was re- 
leased from the hospital on July 
15, the prognosis was better than 
anybody could have expected. He 
suffered no brain damage or per- 
manent loss of eyesight. 

“He’s been very good,’’ Blair 
said. ‘‘Myself and Hulk Hogan stay 
close to him.”’ And, while it was 


originally expected that Beefcake's 
career was over, it now looks as if 
he might be back in the ring within 
18 months. 

The horror, then, is how bad it 
could have been, and how a wres- 
tler on the verge of the biggest op- 
portunity in his career was stopped 
just short of achieving his goal. 

Beefcake had already signed to 
wrestle WWF intercontinental 
champion Curt Hennig at 
SummerSlam "90 in Philadelphia. 
Instead, he faces the rigors of a 
long comeback—a comeback that 
will require all of his mental and 
physical strength. 


As bad as Beefcake’s injuries were, 
they could have been much worse. 


Doctors had to peel 
back Beefcake’s 
face, cut his hair 
entirely, and insert 
eight steel plates, 40 
screws, and more 
than 100 staples. 


It started so innocently. Sure, 
parasailing is dangerous, but cer- 
tainly no more dangerous than 
many other recreational sports. 

The parasailer*is hooked into a 
harness and attached to a para- 
chute. Lines extend 100 yards 
from the parasailer to a boat. Be- 
fore the boat starts, two people sta- 
tion themselves at either side of the 
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BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


parasailer and another is placed ap- 
proximately 30 yards in front of the 
parasailer to keep the lines taut. 

On this day, Beefcake was in 
front of the parasailer. 

‘Usually the person in the para- 
sail gets altitude right away, as 
soon as the wind hits and the boat 
takes off,’’ Blair said. ‘‘Brutus’ job 
was to hold the boat back as much 
as possible to give the wind a 
chance to catch the sail. Usually, 
you duck out of the way in case the 
person doesn’t get altitude right 
away. 

“Brutus was facing the boat, so 
he couldn’t see behind him,”’ Blair 
continued. ‘‘He was holding the 
line tight, and | guess it felt to him 
like she [the parasailer] was elevat- 
ed. She, however, realized she 
wasn’t elevated and kicked her feet 
up, which cocked her knees in a i 
ramming position. Beefcake once feuded with Hulk Hogan 
(above); then they became friends. Hogan 
has been very close to Beefcake during 


Brutus’ ordeal. Before the accident, Beef- 
cake was in pursuit of Curt Hennig (left). 


“Just as Brutus turned around, 
she hit him right in the middle of 
the face with the knee cocked. It 
drove right into the face. At that 
time, |’d estimate she was going at 
least 20 miles per hour, and he 
had his momentum coming toward 
her. When she hit him, he fell into 
three feet of water, stood up, and 
fell back down. 

“| didn’t realize the extent of the 
injury at first. | grabbed him, 
pulled him to shore, and there was 
a little bit of blood coming from his 
nose and face. He mumbled to me, 
‘My face is messed up. Some- 
thing's wrong. Call an 
ambulance.’ ”’ 

Indeed, something was very 
wrong. Blair stuck his fingers in 
Beefcake’s mouth to keep him 
from swallowing his tongue. When 
he did this, he realized that Beef- 
cake’s mouth was open, but his 
teeth were shut. 


(Continued on page 58) 
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OLLECTOR'S CORNER 


Wrestling historians, rejoice! Some of the back issues in this ad haye not been offered for sale for more than 
a decade—but a recent transfer of warehouse inventory from New York to Pennsylvania uncovered a small 
supply of these classic publications! Obviously, supplies are extremely limited, so all magazines will be sold 
on a first-come, first-served basis only. Prices quoted are based on the rarity of the issue and the number of 
available copies. For speediest service, use VISA or MasterCard or make payment by money order or certi- 
fied check. Please don’t send cash! Don’t miss out on this once-in-a-lifetime chance to own a memorable 
piece of wrestling history! Once they’re gone, they’ll never be offered for sale again—so order today! 


WRESTLING 
REVUE 


Published between 1959 and 1964, Wrestling Revue is 
acknowledged as one of the finest series of wrestling mag- 
azines ever produced. These beautiful editions, all edited 
and published by Stanley Weston (founder of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated, The Wrestler, and Inside Wrestling, 
among so many other titles) set a standard for all 
wrestling magazines that followed, and are available now for the first time in many years! 


Fall 1961 Edouard Carpentier challenges Floyd Patterson, Bruiser vs. Cowboy Bob Ellis, 
The Zebra Kid, killer holds, action at The Kiel, Nick Bockwinkel vs. Dr. X, and full-color 
action of the Bastiens vs. Shires & Nelson. $25 

December 1961 An extensive Buddy Rogers interview, Bobo Brazil, Fred Blassie, Pepper 
Gomez, the Torres brothers, Whipper Watson, “Sailor” Art Thomas, Ricki Starr, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Mark Lewin & Don Curtis. $35 

February 1962 Dick Beyer, Mitsu Arakawa, Edouard Carpentier ys. Lou Thesz, Angelo 
Poffo, a five-girl battle royal, Don and Jackie Fargo, Billy Zabyszko, Larry Chene, plus a 
full-color centerfold of Guy & Joe Brunetti. $30 

April 1962 Wilbur Snyder, Luis Martinez, Madison Square Garden closeup, Yulie 
Brynner, Billy Wolfe, Don Leo Jonathan ys. Pat O’Connor, closeup on midgets, plus a full- 
color centerfold of Bearcat Wright. $30 

June 1962 Eddie Graham, Verne Gagne, wrestlers vs. boxers, Dory Dixon, Yukon Eric, 
Tony Lanza, Lorraine Johnson ys. Kay Noble, Skull Murphy & Brute Bernard, The 
Crusher, plus a full-color centerfold of Red Bastien. $25 

December 1963 The Destroyer, “Maniac” Mark Lewin, Paul Diamond, Erie Ladd, Judy 
Grable, Bill Watts, Pat O'Connor, Don Duffy, The Scufflin’ Hillbillies, plus a full-color 
centerfold of Lou Thesz. $35 

February 1964 Edouard Carpentier ys. Killer Kowalski, Florida wrestling, Mad Dog 
Vachon, Fabulous Moolah, Fritz Von Erich, Rene Goulet, Cyclops, plus a full-color center- 
fold of Bruno Sammartino. $35 


pt ree ee eee eee 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: 


BOXING  /BGSaR5 
ILLUS TRATED/ |g 
WRESTLING }f 


In November 1958, Stanley Weston launched Boxing Illustrated/Wrestling 
News, an innovative concept in sports magazines. Each issue’s content con- 
sisted of approximately 60 percent boxing and 40 percent wrestling, result- 
ing in the most complete magazine for ring afficianados the world has ever 
known. 


May 1959 Boxing: Ray Robinson, James Jeffries, Rube Vargas, Willie Pep, Joey 
Maxim, Denny Moyer. Wrestling: Gene Stanlee, Larry Hamilton, Happy Humphrey, 
“Cowboy” Bob Ellis. $25 

June 1959 Boxing: Gene Fullmer. Jack Britton, Gustav Scholz, Mauro Vazquez, 
Rocky Graziano. Wrestling: Buddy Rogers, Don Leo Jonathan, Hard Boiled 
Haggerty, Omaya Kato. $35 

September 1959 Boxing: Carmen Basilio, the perfect kayo, Tiger Flowers, Joe 
Brown, Paolo Rosi. Wrestling: Edouard Carpentier, Ricki Starr, Enrique Torres. $25 
October 1962 Boxing: Special edition previewing the Floyd Patterson vs. Sonny 
Liston bout! Wrestling: “Handsome” Johnny Barend, Andre Drapp, “Sailor” Art 
Thomas, five pages of results. $30 

October 1963 Boxing: Cassius Clay, Joe Lynch, Frankie Narvaez, Tommy 
Loughran. Wrestling: Crusher vs. Verne Gagne, Tony Manous, The Dirty Daltons, 
results. $25 

February 1964 Boxing: Sonny Liston, Joey Archer, 1963 in review, Cassius Clay. 
Wrestling: Bruno Sammartino vs. Gorilla Monsoon, Emile Dupre, Bruiser ys. Bob 
Ellis, results. $30 
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Please send me the collector’s editions I’ve checked. Lam 


| S LONDON PUBLISHING CO enclosing $ as payment in full or have 4 
1 WRESTLING REVUE : provided my credit card number below. (Please refer to I 
y © Fall 1961 BOX 910 magazine descriptions for specific prices.) In the event l 
4s © December 1961 FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 — any of my requested publications is sold out, I will accept i 
oO February 1962 the following magazine as a substitute: t 
io April 1962 PRINT YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS CLEARLY I 
! 7) June 1962 peice i 
; (| December 1963 1 
, 1 February 1964 Address Apt. ' 
PE a as a Rey ae ee I 
i c 
; BOXING ILLUSTRATED/ my 1 
1 WRESTLING NEWS State Zip 1 
! © May 1959 ence Pasie Dee paver For all orders outside the U.S. and Canada, : 
: (] June 1959 = vars Money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) yoy must add $1 for every back issue to be i 
VISA LI MasterCard delivered by ground and $2 for every back 
! 2 Bepierbss esi Credit card a 8 a et ee issue to be delivered by airmail. 1 
1 CJ October 1962 Expiration Date: _/__ International money orders in U.S. funds u 
§ () October 1963 Mon only, Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 1 
y oO February 1964 Signature: All sales final. No exchanges will be made. 2 
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Jeff Jarrett has always 
had the desire to climb to 
new heights in his career. 
Now that he’s beaten 
Razor Ramon in ladder 
matches, he is looking | 
higher ... at a scaffold! 
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S A YOUNG wrestling fan, 
Jeff Jarrett watched the 
intensity of Memphis-style 


wrestling with wide-eyed exuber- 
ance. Okay, he was doing more 


“than observing. He was absorb- 


ing. When your father is promoter 


~ Jerry Jarrett, a career in wrestling 


crosses your mind. So you watch, 
learn, and remember ... 
Fast forward to today. “Double- 


J” Jeff Jarrett is an established 
superstar in the WWF and a three- 
time holder of the Intercontinental 
championship. He has upended 
Razor Ramon for the belt twice in 
1995, including a victory in May 
that ended the “Bad Guy’s” two- 
day, Tommy Rich-style reign. 
Outside of that one victory, 
Ramon has been frustrated in his 
efforts to regain the title. 


So Razor decided to review his 
career and figure out what brought 
him success as I-C champ. 
Naturally, his series of ladder 
matches with Shawn Michaels, 
which culminated in the now-leg- 
endary WrestleMania X baitle, 
was where he asserted himself as 
a dominant championship wrest- 
ler. His inability to beat “Double-J” 
convinced him to challenge the 
champ and climb the ladder to 
success again. 

Unfortunately, Ramon’s plan 
did not go off as expected. Other 
than on May 19, 1995—the date 
he beat Jarrett in a ladder match 
for the I-C belt—the ladder was 
not leading to the Intercontinental 
title, it was leading to defeat. One 
victory and a 48-hour title reign 
could not make up for the count- 


less defeats. Jarrett was beating 
Ramon at his own game. His 
already-enormous ego was 
expanding to epic proportions. 
With overwhelming confidence 
and a series of ladder match victo- 
ries on his side, Jarrett engaged 
Ramon in a game of oneupman- 
ship. Ladder matches are definite- 
ly risky. Jarrett wanted riskier. He 


oo ieee 2 a 


dj 


ee — 
< ~- 


The Wrestler 31 


32 _The Wrestler 


wanted the scaffold. 

Memphis has had its share of 
scaffold matches over the years, 
and Jarrett has seen them all. 
That type specialty match was a 
brainchild of Memphis legend Bill 
Dundee. He used it to settle feuds 
with Koko B. Ware and Austin Idol. 
He became the originator and the 
master. He even recalls a young 
man named Jeff Jarrett inquiring 
about the dangerous match. 


“He had a ton of questions,” 
recalled Dundee. “He wanted to 
know everything from how the 
structure was built to how to gain 
an early advantage and keep it.” 

During his reminiscing, Dundee 
revealed a surprising fact. Jarrett 
had contacted him recently for 
“scaffold advice.” He was more 
than willing to provide “Double-J” 
with a refresher course. 

“| may not like all of what Jeff's 
doing right now in the WWF,” 
Dundee said. “But my problems 
with Ramon far outweigh my con- 
flict with Jeff's philosophy. He said 
he might need my help in beating 
Ramon, and | gave it to him.” 

So while the scaffold talk con- 
tinues, a match has yet to be 
signed. In today’s wrestling world, 
promoters—and even wrestlers— 
are hesitant to put ink to paper 
when it involves a possible fall of 
20 feet or more. The WWF is no 
exception. The idea of one of its 
heroes, Razor Ramon, falling splat 
on the mat is not Vince Mc- 
Mahon’s idea of “family entertain- 
ment.” 

The last time a promotion 
attempted a scaffold match on a 
grand scale was at The Great 
American Bash in 1991, when 
Steve Austin and Terry Taylor 
faced Bobby Eaton and P.N. 
News. But instead of awarding the 
match to the first team that could 
push its opponents into an invol- 
untary free fall, the promoters 
decided the bout could also end if 
one team retrieved the other’s red 
flag. Add parachutes and a net 
and the WWE might think about 
sanctioning it. 

Two forces could very well make 
this match happen: Jarrett and his 
desire to further humiliate and even 
end the career of Razor Ramon, 
and Ramon, who wants the Inter- 
continental title and would proba- 
bly be willing to ascend all the way 
to the heavens for his shot. 

Scaffold matches usually end 
feuds. They also brings fear, ter- 
ror, and cases of vertigo that 


would make Alfred Hitchcock flee 
in horror. Another scaffold veter- 
an, manager Jim Cornette, whose 
Midnight Express faced The Rock 
*n’ Roll Express and The Road 
Warriors in scaffold matches, 
offered his two cents. 

“Yeah, | heard that Jarrett 
wants a scaffold match, and | think 
he’s dad-gummed crazy,” Cor- 
nette asserted. “My knees are like 
hamburger because of that fall | 
took a few years back. There isn’t 
a feud out there that couldn’t be 
settled in another way. Besides, 
Jeff would never get that greasy, 
yellow-bellied coward to accept!” 

Despite Cornette’s opinions, 
Ramon has always displayed 
bravery in the face of growing 
adversity. Would he accept a scaf- 


fold challenge? Definitely. But this 
also brings up another question. Is 
Jarrett’s challenge just bluster? Is 
he staring in the face of Ramon in 
hopes of seeing the “Bad Guy” 
blink? If Jarrett is bluffing, he’s 
bluffing to the wrong man. 

“Bluff? Ol ‘Double-J’ does not 
bluff,” said his good friend Jerry 
Lawler. “He wants to make sure 
that greaseball never challenges 
him and never wrestles again. 
Ramon would be e/ stupido to 
accept. Jeff is dead serious.” 

In the back of some vast wrest- 
ling supply warehouse lie the 
components of a scaffold, ready 
to be assembled. The combatants 
both say they want the match. 
The scaffold match is a guaran- 
teed crowd-pleaser (sans the red 
flags, please). It is now up 
to WWF promoters to give 
Jarrett, Ramon, and the 
fans what they want to see. 

Jeff Jarrett, that former 
wide-eyed wrestling fan, 
dreamed about ascending 
the scaffold, conquering his 
opponent, and holding high 
a title belt. But Jarrett 
should remember what can 
happen when you wish for 
something. 

You just might get it. 
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aa i ti‘i‘C at: 
Silence 
Flair— 


Through! 


This roundhouse right by Randy 
Savage at The Great American 
Bash didn’t silence Ric Flair. The 
“Macho Man” had better hope his 
next one does, 


Photos by John S. Pithers 


By Dave Rosenbaum 
Part ll of the war between 


Ric Flair and Randy Savage T TIMES, RANDY Savage Failure has had its rewards. 
looks back upon his career There is, of course, one person 


nd wonders how things’ who finds her way into just about all 
could have been so bittersweet. of Savage’s memories of the past 10 
Rarely have his good times gone years. Her name is Elizabeth, and she 
Elizabeth. She’s been untouched by evil; rarely hasn’t there has been Savage’s manager, confi- 
been a silver lining inside the “Macho dante, partner, fiancee, wife, and ex- 
Man’s” black clouds. Success has cer- wife. Savage has been thinking about 


and maybe Lanny, too! tainly had its price for Savage. her quite a bit these days. Every time 


is taking place in WCW. 


This time, there’s no 


replaced by Angelo Poffo ... 
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AND SHUT UP!” 


Savage takes Flair to task out- 
side the ring. This feud shows no 
signs of slowing down, and 


that’s not good news for Savage. 
If Flair can physically dominate 
him, his mind games become all 
the more effective. 


kiss her on the lips. 

A man who didn’t question every- 
body’s motives would have realized 
that Elizabeth wanted no part of Flair, 
no less his lips. Savage, however, 
went into a jealous rage that resulted 
in more victories over Flair and less 
trust of his new bride. 

The feud ended. Savage won most 
of the matches. But like everything 
else in his life, he lost, too. Before 
long, his marriage was over, and 
while it’s impossible to say what part, 
if any, Flair played in the breakup, it’s 
interesting to guess. 

“You know there has to be some 
resentment there,” said a source close 
to Savage. “He never says anything 
about Flair as he pertains to Elizabeth, 
but that’s all part of the history. 


he looks at Ric Flair, in fact. 

In Flair, Savage sees the man who 
came around just about the time that 
his marriage to Elizabeth started 
going sour. Prior to WrestleMania 
VIII in 1992, Flair produced a set of 
incriminating (and doctored) photos 
of him with Elizabeth. A furious 
Savage pinned Flair for the WWF 
World title at WrestleMania VIII, 
only to watch Flair grab Elizabeth and 


How can you blame the “Macho 
Man” for wanting to get his hands 
on the “Nature Boy” as often as 


possible? Wouldn't you want to 
tear apart the man who refused to 
stop messing with your family? 
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victory, and another Father’s Day 
attack on Poffo, turned Flair vs. 
Savage into the leading candidate for 
Feud of the Year. 

Add in the 1992 WWF chapter and 
it becomes wrestling’s Feud of the 
Decade. It’s a feud neither man can 
afford to lose, especially Savage. 

“Listen, he fired the first shot,” 
Flair insisted. “Savage’s old man 
came after me, I didn’t come after 
him. If Poffo stayed in his seat, none 
of this would’ve happened. But Poffo 
stuck his nose where it didn’t belong, 
and he paid the price. Then he stuck 
his nose where it didn’t belong again, 
and he paid the price. What was I sup- 
posed to do, just turn my back and 
walk away?” 

He’d never do that. Just the oppo- 
site, in fact. Flair loves angling him- 
self into controversy. Flair historians 
know that the “Nature Boy” always 
wages psychological and physical 
battles against his opponents. The 
physical battles take place inside the 
ring, while the psychological battles 
are fought on Flair’s home ‘turf. His 
objective is to enrage opponents past 
the point at which they’re able to 
think straight and react properly. In 
the WWE, Flair won the mental 
game against Savage, but lost most 
of the physical confrontations. Now 
Flair’s winning both wars. Can 
Savage take that? 

“He can’t, and he won’t,” said 


Flair will do anything to get into an 
opponent's head and gain a psy- 
chological advantage. He's also 


Sting, one of Savage’s WCW bud- 
dies. “This war is far from over. 


pretty adept at causing a foe phys- 


ical pain by stomping on his head! 
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Nobody ever accused ‘Macho’ of 
dealing with a full deck, and even if 
there was nothing there, which I’m 
sure there wasn’t, you can pretty 
much bet Savage thought there was— 
at least for a while.” 

Maybe there wasn’t anything 
between Flair and Elizabeth other 
than some air-brushed photos and a 
forced kiss, but there’s certainly 
something between Flair and Angelo 
Poffo, Savage’s beloved father and 
mentor. Flair’s brutal attack on Poffo 
at Slamboree °95 set up a true grudge 
match between Flair and Savage at 
The Great American Bash. Flair’s 


Randy knows he has to beat Flair, and 
there’s no way he’s going to let him 
get away with what he did to Angelo. 
No way.” 

Not surprisingly, Savage agrees. 
It’s his reasons that might surprise 
you. 

“Flair’s been hinting at something, 
and I don’t like it,” Savage said. 
“He’s acting like he’s got something 
on me, like he’s got another one of 
those brown manila envelopes with 
something explosive inside. Maybe he 
does. It’s possible. I’m not sure I 
know what it is or what it can be, but 
Flair’s good at trumping things up 


Photo by Jim Varsillone 


and playing mind games. It’s up to 
me to stop him, because you can’t 
control what people want to believe.” 

Flair might have incriminating 
photos of Angelo or Lanny Poffo, 


Savage’s younger brother. One per- 
son suggested Flair has photos of 
Lanny with Elizabeth. That’s doubt- 
ful. Flair has already played the photo 
angle. In all likelihood, Flair has—or 
will make believe he has—some kind 
of damaging information concerning 
Savage. Whether this information is 
true or not is of no matter to Flair and 
probably Savage, too. Flair knows 
that truth doesn’t matter when mind 
games are being played against 
Savage. 

“T’ll close his mouth the next time 
we meet in the ring,” the “Macho 
Man” insisted. “If I don’t do it the 
next time, then I’ll do it the time after 
that. You get my drift? And one of 
these nights, I'll grab Flair by the hair 
and ram my fist into his nose. And 
when I do it, ll have these words for 
Ric Flair: “Take that—and shut up!’ 
Yeah, I’ll close his mouth for him!” 

Savage obviously knows he must 
stop Flair, who has already wreaked 
too much havoc on his personal life. 
Every day, sweet is turning more and 
more bitter. Oj 


The Savage-Flair WCW war began when 
Flair attacked Angelo Poffo at Slamboree 
(left). Poffo tried to help his son at the 
Bash (below), but indirectly caused him 
to lose. It could have been the first of 
many embarrassing situations the Poffos 
will have to face in "95. 
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10 Ways 

The New King 

Of The Ring Can Serve 
Mankind 


Mabel is the 1995 King of the Ring. 

Now what? There has to be something his 
majesty can do now that he is wrestling 
royalty. We think there are at least 

10 positive things he can do! 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE WWF’S KING of the 
| Ring isn’t really king of any- 
thing. He’s merely the win- 
ner of the WWF’s month-long 
tournament that culminates with 
the King of the Ring pay-per-view. 
The King of the Ring doesn’t even 
get a belt, like the WWF World and 
Intercontinental champions. He 
gets a crown. Big deal! 
This year, Mabel won the 
King of the Ring by beating 
Savio Vega in the finals on 
June 25 at the CoreStates 
Spectrum in Philadelphia. The 
coronation took place immedi- 
ately afterward; Mabel looked 
imperial. He belonged in that 
throne with that crown on his 
head. The crown was fit for this 
503-pound King of the Ring. 
Mabel has one year as King of 
the Ring before he'll get a chance 
to “defend” his crown in the 1996 
tournament, assuming he gets 
invited to compete in it. Until then, 
he doesn’t have to worry about 
defending anything. So what’s a 
King to do? Well, he can con- 
tribute. He can make the world a 
better place. 
We came up with 10 ways that 
Mabel can make a difference. 
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The Undertaker isn’t the only man Mabel doesn’t see 
eye-to-eye with in the WWF. That's too bad, because 
racism is still a major problem in the world today. 
We’d like Mabel to iry to do something about it. 


DIET AND HELP 
END WORLD 
HUNGER 


Even a blind man can tell, by 
the way the ground shakes, that 
Mabel’s too heavy. In an age 
when people are a little more 
careful about what they eat, Mabel 
is careful to make sure he doesn’t 
not eat anything. He loves buffets, 
but they don’t love him. Smor- 
gasoverbord! 


example for everyone 
by cutting his daily 
caloric intake in half 
and losing about 150 
pounds. Not only 
would he be healthier, 
but he’d help solve 
world hunger by free- 
ing food for people 
who need it. Each time 
he goes out to dinner, 
Mabel can order two 
entrees instead of 
three, then take the 
money saved and 
donate it to a food bank. 


IMPROVE 


RACE 
RELATIONS 

The WWF never had 
an African-American 
World or Intercon- 
tinental champion, but now it has 
its first African-American King of 
the Ring. Rather than use this 
platform to divide, as he apparent- 
ly intends, Mabel can reach out to 
people of all races and religions 
and convince them to bond togeth- 
er. Mabel is in a unique position of 
power. Center stage is his. He can 
be a constructive King or a divi- 
sive King. It would be shameful if 
he stayed on his bitter mission of 
hate and mayhem. 


FIGHT PREJUDICE 
AGAINST OBESE 
PEOPLE 


Minorities and women have 
come much further in this country 
than fat people. Overweight people 
are considered outcasts in society 
and are often passed over for jobs 
and promotions. Being fat is a stig- 
ma. For overweight people, their 
body is a jail they can’t escape. 

Even if he follows our advice 
and goes on a diet, Mabel can use 
his King of the Ring victory to 
show that a big body is nota 
prison and that big people can be 
great athletes, too. Perhaps 
William “The Refrigerator” Perry 
and George Foreman can assist 
him in this endeavor. 


Mabel overwhelmed Savio Vega in the 
King of the Ring finals. Would he be more 
effective if he curbed his appetite and 
slimmed down? Perhaps, and in a 
strange, roundabout way, the world 
might be! 
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RAP FOR 
PEACE 


Rap, the most popular 
form of music among 
young people in North 
America, often delivers 
the wrong message. Rap 
songs are full of obscene 
language, violent over- 
tones, and divisive lyrics. 
Why does it have to be 
this way? Can’t there be 
good rap songs about 
positive experiences? 
Mabel, with his great 
rhythm, can send a musi- 
cal message of love. 


APPEAR 

ON LIVE! WITH 
REGIS AND 
KATHIE LEE 


Splash Regis and Kathie Lee, 
too. Regis Philbin’s crime against 
mankind is being an obnoxious, 
pompous jerk with no personality. 
Kathie Lee committed her crime 
when she sang the national 
anthem at the 1995 Super Bowl. 
Mabel would do all of us a favor if 
he got rid of these two earsores. 
While he’s at it, an appearance 
with Conan O’Brien would be 
nice, too. 


IGNITE 
“MABELMANIA”! 
Everybody knows’ about 


“Hulkamania.” Hulk Hogan tells 
kids to pray, eat right, and take 
their vitamins. Mabel can encour- 
age people to take the initiative to 
first help themselves. Eat whatev- 
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er you want. Forget about vita- 
mins. The only thing they do is 
make vitamin companies rich. The 
King of the Ring can cut through 
the phony stuff by preaching 
“Mabelmania”! 


RUN FOR PRESIDENT 


If Bob Backlund can do it, why 
can’t Mabel? Actually, Backlund is 
a good reason Mabel can do it. 
Backlund’s a nut, and he’s embar- 
rassing the WWF. Mabel’s not a 
nut, he’s just overweight. He could 
also have a tremendous impact on 
the 1996 presidential campaign by 
polarizing the black and Weight 
Watchers vote. America has never 
had a black President. Mabel for 
Prez. The King of the Ring can 
become King of the (Capitol) Hill. 


Mabel’s clothesline is powerful and 
nasty. So is Mabel. If he weren’t so 
mean and nasty, though, he could be a 
very productive King of the Ring. 


BECOME A MAN ON 
A MISSION 


Mabel and Mo are Men on a 
Mission, but what exactly is their 
mission? What do they stand for? 
Mabel needs a cause, a good 
cause, so he can be a real Man on 
a Mission. Capt. Lou Albano rais- 
es a lot of money that goes toward 
finding a cure for multiple sclero- 
sis. Mabel should be the front man 
for some other disease. That's his 
mission. 


HELP WRESTLING 
SCIENTISTS DEVELOP 
A STRONGER, 

SAFER RING 


Mabel will be the first to tell you 
that the modern wrestling ring is 


too flimsy. It creaks under his 
weight; one of these days it’s 
going to break. Wrestling needs a 
ring that can withstand a few thou- + 
sand pounds of weight, and it He a . fe 
needs ropes that don’t break. tie %, 
Mabel could become wrestling’s } 
Ben Franklin. 


MARRY KIANA 

For those of you know don’t 
know, Kiana is the beautiful 
Hawaiian bodybuilder who ap- 
pears on the ESPN program 
Bodyshaping. Well, nobody’s body 
has a more unique shape than 
Mabel’s, whom we think should 
appear on an upcoming Body- 
shaping. Then he should woo and 
marry Kiana, proving that what 
matters most is what’s inside a 
man. O 


YAU 
Mi 


Judging from the way Mabel has been 
treating them lately, we doubt if either 
Vega (left) or Undertaker (above) would 
vote for him as President of the U.S. 
Okay, maybe a run at the White House 
in 1996 is a bit farfetched. 
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THE MAN TO GUIDE “HULKAMANIA” 
INTO THE 21st CENTURY: 


We’re like you. 

We’re having a hard 
time believing it, too. 
But Hulk Hogan says 
The Renegade is his 
successor, and who’s 
to argue with him? 
We are! 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


OU SAY YOU weren’t happy? 
Yvo say you were promised 
caviar and got chicken eggs? 
Thought you were getting Belgium 
chocolate and ended up with garden- 
variety Nestles? Paid $27.95 for your 
pay-per-view so you'd see Hulk 
Hogan’s “ultimate surprise” and got The 
Renegade instead of The Ultimate 
Warrior? Bad news, right? 
Yup, and the news got ‘worse when 


The Renegade upset Am Anderson for- 
the TV title at The Great American 
Bash in June; right? That Meant: he- 
was going to be-around fora while-and— 


in our-face. If that. wasn't bad “enough _ 
news for the many peo 
ly learned to dislike: The Renegade, 
here’s some more, brought. to you bys 
WCW World champion Hulk Hogan. 
“You know something, brother, fve= 
heard a lot of Snickering going on. 
behind my back about The Renegade, — 
and | don't like it,” the “Hulkster’ said. 


“They're saying he’s- not The Ultimate — 


Warrior, so we don’t want him, but I've ~ 
got some news for everybody: You've - 
got him, and you'd better get used to 
him, because this is.the man who's” 
going to lead ‘Hulkamania’ tnte the» 


Hulk Hogan is proud to stand side-by-side “3 
with The Renegade (opposite, far left). He— 


says his victory for the WCW TV title (left) is 
only the first major win in what will bea terrif-- 
ic career. “Hulkamaniacs,” he says, will one 
day have a great new leader. 


him that The: Reneg is. 
é mania’ times two!” 


a ‘checkup: from methe= 


an — point out the fact 


‘Hogan, all solid wrestlers who have: 


21st century!” 

Say what? Hey, listen to Hogan. 
He’s on a roll. 

“Don’t underestimate this kid,” 
Hogan continued. “He’s strong, tough, 
and he has character. Nobody works 
harder than The Renegade, including 
me. I’ve spent a lot of time looking for 
that one man who can carry my torch 
into the next century, and | finally 
found him: 1 knew: sills “sec cheeaag ; 


suggest that F 


oe 


“never suggest that, w ul 


The ‘Renegat ie had } 
; ae 


had solid careers (and, in the case of 


No, that isn’t Re- 
negade reaching 
toward the heav- 
ens, looking for 
divine interven- 
tion. He already 
has Hogan on his 
side, and that’s as 
close to divine 
help as a man can 
get in wrestling. 
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Frankly, Renegade looked like a rookie for 
much of the match against Anderson, but he 
does have a powerful clothesline, and he did 
win the match. He overcame his inexperience 
in very impressive fashion. 


Sting and Savage, outstanding careers), 
but none of them has attained Hogan’s 
popularity. Most of all, Hogan’s still hang- 


ing; around: Nobody«needs_ anothersHulk- =" 


Hogan when the-real-one’s ‘wrestling. 
We're embatrassed to Say that we 


once considered. Scott Hall a-candidate ~—. 
forthe Hogancy. Even-Razor Ramon 


didn’t prove us correct. : 


So now, after all of these prime-sus- 
pects failed to live up to-our lofty-expec-— 
tations, Hogan comes*along with: this 1- 


2-3 Kid-sized muscleman—he looks like: 


a kid dréssed-up like The Ultimate 


Warrior for Halloween—and declares 
him-as his:successor, 


Excuse us while we choke on-our-his- 


tory books. 


“know what it-takes to-lead the. 


‘Hulkamaniacs;”” Hogan insisted“Eve 


seen the way they react and t’ve also - 
seen what this_kid can-do. He’s-the-real ~ = 


deal. He’s-got the: personality-and:charis— 


ma. He lives a clean life and takes-his 


vitamins. Don’t ever forget that there 


were people who doubted me at the start, 
and look where it got them. | paid-my 
dues-for-a-long-time»before made it This 


kid had to jump.into the spotlight right away. ~ 


Look what he’s-done: He’s: incredible: 


The people who are doubting The Rene 


gade-don‘t know What they’re’seeing.~- 
It's very possible thatHogan is:wrong, 


too. Just becasse-she-says’ The —— 
Renegade is theeman doesn’t make him-—- 


per 


the man. Such a designation comes with 
a hefty amount of pressure, and there’s 
no telling whether The Heneanile 2 
live up to such a billing as “the nextHulk 
Hogan.” Perhaps the pressdre will 
become unbearable. Just as Warrior and 
Vicious couldn't live up to the media’s 
expectations, maybe The Renegade 
won't live up to Hogan’s. The pressure is 
on him to perform and follow up on his 
TV title victory. More pay-per-views are 
yet to come, and The Renegade has a 
lot of work to do. Get to the gym, Hulk II! 

“He’s there every day,” Hogan said. 
“He works harder than any youngster 
I've ever seen. A lot of people take it for 


granted that they’re going to make it in 
this sport, but Renegade takes nothing 
for granted. He’s seen where hard work 
took me, and that’s where he wants to 
go—straight to the top.” 

We’re not rooting against The Rene- 
gade, we’re just doubting him. The equa- 
tion Renegade=Hulk Hogan doesn’t ring 
true to us. It’s more like The Rene- 
gade<Hulk Hogan. Much less. C) 


Renegade couldn’t keep an abdominal stretch 
locked on Arn for long (below), and he ended 
up taking some kicks to the chest (right). As 
Hogan’s anointed disciple, he better get used 
to having rulebreakers come after him. 


- The pose and the movements 
look like The Ultimate Warrior's, 
-— put Renegade is-his own-man, 

»- Many thought-Warrior-would'be 

“the—next— Hulk —Hogan:” 
Renegades is the-only man 
Hogan himself has said willbe 
the'fiext Hulk Hogan. 
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SCRAPBOOK 


Explore with us the rich history of this great sport as we recall the important news 
stories at five-year intervals dating back a quarter of a century. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 


ITO MONGOL AGREED to 
Ge aside as Bruno 
Sammartino’s challenger at 
Madison Square Garden in favor 
of Bulldog Brower, who “earned” 
his shot by sneak-attacking Bruno 


with a chair in Philadelphia as the 


belt. After six weeks of 
canvassing for signatures 
for a petition, Ramos pre- 
sented the NWA with a 
total of 38 names, all 
signed with similar hand- 
writing ... Louis Tillet had 
to make regular visits to 
the hospital to receive 
special treatment for 
injuries suffered at the 


George “The Animal” Steele doesn’t just enjoy munching on turnbuckle stuffings. 
He once chipped a tooth when he bit the arm of Earl Maynard in Boston. 


WWWFE champion locked Frank 
Durso in a backbreaker. Bruno 
demanded Brower on the upcom- 
ing card at Madison Square 
Garden. At the Garden, Sam- 
martino got full revenge and was 
declared the winner when referee 
Dick Kroll stopped the bout 
because of excessive bleeding by 
the challenger ... Bull Ramos 
threatened to sue the NWA, claim- 
ing he defeated champion Dory 
Funk Jr. and was entitled to his 
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hands of The Outlaws—Dusty 
Rhodes and Dick Murdoch ... The 
New York State Athletic Com- 
mission voted not to remove its 
ban on women’s wrestling ... 
Rookie sensation Kevin Sullivan 
rolled up an incredible winning 
streak in Georgia ... George “The 
Animal” Steele chipped a tooth bit- 
ing into the muscular arm of Earl 
“Mr. Universe” Maynard ... An- 
tonio Inoki and Shohei “Giant” 
Baba toppled Johnny Valentine 


The feud between the Funks and the 
Briscos was going strong back in 1970. 
NWA World champ Dory Funk Jr. was 
able to beat Jack Brisco by DQ in one 
spirited match. 

and Gene Kiniski in Tokyo ... In 
Tampa, Florida, Dory Funk, Jr. 
retained his NWA World title via 
disqualification over Jack Brisco 
... Fritz Von Erich heard cheers 
for the first time in his career when 
he defeated Prof. Toru Tanaka in 
Dallas In Boston, Pedro 
Morales and Gorilla Monsoon 
defeated The Mongols ... Bobo 
Brazil and Bruiser fought to a no- 
contest with The Kangaroos in 
Chica an eight-man battle royal in 
Mayeville, Washington, by dis- 
qualification when Bob Brown 
interfered. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 


1975 


ICK BOCKWINKEL ENDED 
N Verne Gagne’s seven-year 

AWA World title reign on 
November 8 in St, Paul, Min- 
nesota. Gagne maintained that 
Bobby Duncum’s interference cost 
him the title. In December, 
Bockwinkel made two successful 
title defenses against the ex- 
champion ... Terry Funk, substi- 
tuting for his brother Dory at the 
last minute, defeated Jack Brisco 


encounter in Boston, WWWEF 
champion Bruno Sammartino 
defeated Superstar Billy Graham 
by a foot. The two battled outside 
the ring while the referee began 
his 20-count. Graham started 
back for the ring at 11, but Bruno 
grabbed him from behind. At the 
count of 17, Sammartino was 
back inside the ropes. By 19, Billy 
was halfway inside. As the count 
reached 20, Graham had made it 
back in, except for one foot. The 
match was awarded to Sam- 
martino ... Dick Slater and Bob 
Orton Jr. had a falling-out and for- 


Nick Bockwinkel overpowered the legendary Verne Gagne in November of 1975, 
thus ending Gagne’s seven-year AWA World title reign. 


on December 10 in Miami Beach 
to capture the NWA World cham- 
pionship in a best-of-three-falls 
match. Brisco later admitted that 
he had made a very big mistake in 
accepting the match. “I trained to 
wrestle Dory,” Jack said. “I wasn’t 
ready for Terry. | shouldn’t have 
accepted the bout” ... In a bloody 


feited the Georgia tag team belts 
... Jimmy and Johnny Valiant 
failed in two efforts to wrest the 
AWA tag belts from Bruiser and 
Crusher because, as Jimmy said, 
“The referees are partial to our 
opponents” ... Tony Parisi and 
Louis Ceridan captured the 
WWWFE tag team belts from 


Blackjacks Mulligan and Lanza in 
two straight falls in Philadelphia 
on November 18 ... Jerry Brisco 
nearly lost his right eye when 
Abdullah the Butcher tried to 
insert a long, sharp object into it. 
“Thank goodness the referee was 
able to restrain him,” Jerry said ... 
Ernie Ladd was clever enough to 
keep his foreign object out of the 
referee’s sight and was declared 
the winner over Ivan Putski after 
39 minutes in Philadelphia when 
Ivan was judged to be too weak- 
ened to continue. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Terry Funk; 
2—Jack Brisco; 3—Harley Race; 
4—Shohei “Giant” Baba; 5—Paul 
Jones; 6—Dory Funk Jr.; 7— 
Cyclone Negro; 8—The Sheik; 
9—Jerry Lawler; 10—Mr. Wres- 
tling II. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bruno Sam- 
martino; 2—Superstar Graham; 
3—Ivan Koloff; 4—Ernie Ladd; 
5—Ivan Putski; 6—Spiros Arion; 
7—Bugsy McGraw; 8—Haystacks 
Calhoun; 9—Dominic DeNucci; 
10—Francisco Flores. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Nick Bock- 
winkel; 2—Verne Gagne; 3—Billy 
Robinson; 4—Baron ’ Von 
Raschke; 5—Bruiser; 6—Ox 
Baker; 7—Crusher; 8—Pampero 
Firpo; 9—Rene Goulet; 10—Bull 
Bullinski. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Tony Parisi & 
Louis Cerdan; 2—Bruiser & 
Crusher; 3—The Valiants; 4—The’ 
Mongols; 5—Roger Kirby & Rip 
Hawk; 6—Ole & Gene Anderson; 
7—The Infernos; 8—Cyclone 
Negro & Omar Negro; 9—Ray 
Stevens & Nick Bockwinkel; 10— 
Pat Patterson & Pedro Morales. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 


1980 


ONY GAREA AND Rick 

| Martel defeated The Sa- 
moans on November 8 in 
Philadelphia to win the WWF 


World tag team title. It was 
Garea’s fourth WWF tag title with 
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Tony Garea (left) strapped a WWF World 
tag team belt around his waist for a 
fourth time (and with a fourth different 
partner) in November of 1980 when he 
and Rick Martel dethroned The Samoans, 


his fourth different partner; he also 
won the belts with Haystacks 
Calhoun, Dean Ho, and Larry 
Zbyszko ... Exactly one month 
later, former WWF World 
champion Pedro Morales 
won the Intercontinental 
title from Ken Patera in 
New York. On November 
21, Patera had lost the 
Missouri title to Ted 
DiBiase ... Readers of 
Sports Review Wrestling 
voted Bob Backlund 
Wrestler of the Year, Mr. 
Wrestling || Most Popular 
Wrestler, Larry Zbyszko 
Most Hated Wrestler, 
Terry Taylor Rookie of 
the Year, Tony Atlas 
Most Improved, and Sir 
Oliver Humperdink 
Manager of the Year ... 
Sgt. Slaughter and Pat 
Patterson had a hot feud 
going in the WWF ... 
Shortly after joining 
forces with Lord Alfred 


tling his old friend and partner 
Dusty Rhodes ... Gary Young 
boasted that he would take the 
Texas title from David Von Erich 
in less than 10 minutes the next 
time they met; he never did. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Harley Race; 
2—Ric Flair; 3—Dusty Rhodes; 
4—Rick Steamboat; 5—Tony 
Atlas; 6—Dick Slater; 7—Masked 
Grappler; 8—Ted DiBiase; 9—Les 
Thornton; 10—Ken Patera. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Bob 
Backlund; 2—Stan Hansen; 3— 
Killer Khan; 4—Pedro Morales; 
5—Hulk Hogan; 6—Sgt. 
Slaughter; 7—Larry Zbyszko; 8— 
Ken Patera; 9—Pat Patterson; 
10—Rick Martel. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Verne 
Gagne; 2—Nick Bockwinkel; 3— 
Billy Robinson; 4—John Studd; 
5—Dino Bravo; 6—Crusher 
Blackwell; 7—Larry Zbyszko; 8— 
Mad Dog Vachon; 9—Tito 
Santana; 10—Greg Gagne. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—Paul Jones & 
Masked Superstar; 2—Tony 


Garea & Rick Martel; 3—Jesse 
Ventura & Adrian Adonis; 4—The 
Freebirds; 5—The Sheepherders; 


Pat Patterson felt the pain of Sgt. Slaughter’s cobra 


Hays, Dick Murdoch seri- clutch finisher more than once during their brutal 
ously considered wres- feud in the WWF in late-1980. 
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Quite a bit of blood was shed during the 
Magnum T.A.-Tully Blanchard U.S. title 
match at Starrcade ’85. Magnum got his 
hands on the belt when Blanchard 
yelled, “I quit!” 


6—Bobby Jaggers & R.T. Tyler; 
7—The Moondogs; 8—The 
Samoans; 9—Ray Stevens & 


Jimmy Snuka; 10—kKiller Brooks & 
Gary Young. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 


1985 


HREE TITLES CHANGED 
hands at the NWA’s 


Starrcade °85, held in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and 
in Atlanta on Thanksgiving. In an 
“| Quit”? match, Magnum T.A. cap- 
tured the U.S. title from Tully 
Blanchard; The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express regained the NWA World 
tag team belts from Ivan and 
Nikita Koloff in a cage match; and 
Krusher Khrushchev defeated 
Sam Houston to win the Mid- 
Atlantic title ... On December 29 
at the Byrne Meadowlands Arena 
in New Jersey, Stan Hansen 
ended Rick Martel’s long AWA 
World title reign by forcing him to 
submit to the Boston crab—or, as 
Hansen called it—a “Brazos 
Valley backbreaker’” ... Disguising 
herself as Spider Lady, Fabulous 
Moolah regained the WWF World 
Women’s title from Wendi Richter 


on November 25 in New 
York ... The feud be- 
tween Roddy Piper and 
Bruno Sammartino esca- 
lated as Piper insulted the 
“Living Legend” with eth- 
nic slurs in arenas across 
the country ... Wearing 
masks, Gino Hernandez 
and Chris Adams cap- 
tured the vacant World 
Class tag team title with a 
victory over Kevin and 
Kerry Von Erich ... Lex 
Luger won the Southern 
title from Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel on November 19 
.. A major feud started 
brewing between AWA 
World tag team champi- 
ons The Road Warriors 
and the Koloffs ... Jake 
Roberts scored a sensa- 
tional moral victory (if not 
an actual three-count) 
over Humongous in the 
Louisiana Superdome on | 
Thanksgiving, thanks toa | 
little help from The 
Midnight Rider, who stuck 


Most people call this hold a 
Boston crab. Stan Hansen called it 
a “Brazos Valley backbreaker” 
when he used it to beat Rick Martel 
for the AWA World title in 1985. 
(This photo, incidentally, was 
taken by Paul E. Dangerously.) 


Erich; 8—Harley Race; 9— 
Kevin Von Erich; 10—Wahoo 
McDaniel. 

WWF RATINGS: 1—Hulk 
Hogan; 2—Tito Santana; 3— 
Randy Savage; 4—Rick 
Steamboat; 5—Paul Orndorff; 
6—Magnificent Muraco; 7— 
Terry Funk; 8—King Kong 
Bundy; 9—Roddy Piper; 10— 
Andre the Giant. 

AWA RATINGS: 1—Stan 
Hansen; 2—Sgt. Slaughter; 
3—Rick Martel; 4—Larry 
Zbyszko; 5—Nick Bockwinkel; 
6—Boris Zukhov; 7—Scott Hall; 
8—The Barbarian; 9—Jim Garvin; 
10—Curt Hennig. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Road 
Warriors; 2—The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express; 3—lvan & Nikita Koloff; 
4—Greg Valentine & Brutus 
Beefcake; 5—Ole & Arn 
Anderson; 6—Chris Adams & 
Gino Hernandez; 7—Jim Garvin & 
Steve Regal; 8—The British 
Bulldogs; 9—Steve Williams & 
Ted DiBiase; 10—Kerry & Kevin 
Von Erich. 


NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 


1990 


HE LAST WORLD Class 
Championship Wrestling 
card was held at the 
Sportatorium in Dallas on 
November 23. Not only did this 
mark the end of a proud wrestling 
tradition, but it was also the last 
card officiated by long-time Texas 
referee Bronco Lubich ... “Mr. 
Perfect” Curt Hennig defeated 


an electric cattle prod Lex Luger was less than three weeks removed [ntercontinental champion Kerry 
through the left eye open- from his pro debut when he defeated Wahoo Von Erich for the title in 
ing in Humongous’ mask, McDaniel for the Southern belt in Florida in 1985. Rochester, New York, on No- 
leaving him open to a DDT by Magnum T.A.; 3—Dusty Rhodes; vember 19. It marked the start of 
Jake. 4—Nikita Koloff; 5—Butch Reed; Hennig’s second title reign ... 
NWA RATINGS: 1—Ric Flair; 2— 6—Rick Rude; 7—Kerry Von Larry Zbyszko vacated the AWA 
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World title in December. He had 
refused to defend the title on a 
tour of Japan and ended up being 
the last World champion for the 
federation, which folded several 
weeks later ... Lex Luger won the 
NWA U.S. title from Stan Hansen 
in St. Louis, Missouri, on De- 
cember 16 ... Tom Zenk won the 
WCW TV title from Arn Anderson 
in Gainesville, Georgia, on 
December 4 ... The Midnight 
Express, “Beautiful” Bobby Eaton 
and Stan Lane, one of the best 
high-flying teams in wrestling, 
were split up by their manager, 
Jim Cornette. Cornette and Lane 
left the NWA for the USWA, 
where Lane reunited with his for- 
mer Fabulous Ones partner 
Steve Keirn. Eaton chose to 
remain in the NWA ... Terry 
Funk defeated Jerry “The King” 
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November 19, 1990, was a “perfect” night for “Mr. 
Perfect” Curt Hennig. He won his second WWF 
Intercontinental title by defeating Kerry Von Erich. 


Lawler for the 
USWA heavyweight 
title on November 5 
in Memphis ... “Ra- 
vishing” Rick Rude 
was suspended in- 
definitely from the 
WWF by President 
Jack Tunney for 
making crude re- 
marks about Big 
Bossman’s mother 
on WWF telecasts 
|... Jeff Jarrett and 
Cody Michaels de- 
feated Tony An- 
_|thony and Doug 
| Gilbert for the 
| USWA tag team 
| belts in Memphis on 
November 24. An- 
thony and Gilbert 
won the belts back, 
_.| though, just two 
‘| weeks later ... Big 
Van Vader came to 
the aid of Tommy 
Rich and Rick Mor- 
ton when they were 
jumped by Michael 
Hayes and Jim 
Garvin during an 
NWA card. Thus, 
the once-hated 
Vader actually 
heard a_ few 
cheers ... Mike 
Rotundo under- 
went a drastic 
change when he 
inherited several 
million dollars. 
He insisted on 
being called 
Michael Wall 
Street and was 
accompanied to 
the ring by ad- 
ministrative 
assistant Al- 
exandra York. 
York was never 
without her lap- 
top computer 


tion on every wrestler in the NWA 
... Otto Wanz retired after defeat- 
ing Terry Funk in Bremen, 
Germany. 

NWA RATINGS: 1—Sting; 2—Ric 
Flair; 3—Lex Luger; 4—Sid 
Vicious; 5—Tom Zenk; 6— 
Michael Wall Street; 7—Stan 
Hansen; 8—Arn Anderson; 9— 
Terry Taylor; 10—EI Gigante. 
WWF RATINGS: i—The Ultimate 
Warrior; 2—Curt Hennig; 3— 
Randy Savage; 4—Hulk Hogan; 
5—Roddy Piper; 6—Sgt. 
Slaughter; 7—Earthquake; 8— 
Big Bossman; 9—Kerry Von 
Erich; 10—Davey Boy Smith. 
AWA RATINGS: 1—Title Vacant; 
2—Larry Zbyszko; 3—Tommy 
Jammer; 4—Nikita Koloff; 5—The 
Trooper; 6—Tatsumi Fujinami; 
7—Col. DeBeers; 8—Larry 
Cameron; 9—Mike Enos; 10— 
Brad Rheingans. 

TAG TEAMS: 1—The Hart 
Foundation; 2—Doom; 3—Rick & 
Scott Steiner; 4—Arn Anderson & 
Barry Windham; 5—Power & 
Glory; 6—The Legion of Doom; 
7—The Freebirds; 8—The 


Rockers; 9—-The Grappler & The 
Equalizer; 10—Doug Gilbert 
Tony Anthony. 0 


’ Mike Rotundo (now Irwin R. Schyster) became Michael Wall 


which supposed- Street after inheriting some money in 1990. His administrative 
ly had informa- assistant, Alexandra York, always accompanied him to the ring. 
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For the good of wrestling—and for the 
good of WCW—HULK HOGAN must be 
stripped of the World title immediately! ... 
Believe it—MABEL is the 1995 King of the 

Ring. We’ve come up with 10 ways we 
think the King can serve mankind ... Find 
out how TED DiBIASE’S recruitment of 
SABU led him to bring CHRIS BENOIT to 
the WWF ... You’ve probably heard all of 
BOB BACKLUND’S political platforms. 
But what would happen if he went 
“One On One” with President 
BILL CLINTON! 


All this—and much more!—in the 
November 1995 issue of 
Inside Wrestling 


ILLUSTRATED 


> ue SIHEREDIBLE FUTURE FAN TAIORITEL” 
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SHAWN MICHAELS, RAZOR RAMON, 
SABU, BRUTUS BEEFCAKE, and many 
others had SummerSlam secrets that they 

couldn't keep secret. We know all about 
them ... BIG VAN VADER a fan favorite? 
No, it just couldn’t happen, or could it? We 

think it’s inevitable ... Everyone knows 
how SHAWN MICHAELS feels about his 
former bodyguard SID VICIOUS. But just 
because he hates him doesn’t mean he 
can’t use him for his body ... Don’t miss 
BOB BACKLUND ranting and raving in 
“Press Conference” 


All this—and much more!—in the 
November 1995 issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 
Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 

Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT WRESTLING? 


Now YOU can find out what you need to know to 
enter the exciting world of Pro Wrestling! This very 
insightful book is written by three professionals ac- 
tive in the wresting business, who between them 
have worked for every major wrestling association 
induding the NWA, USWA, SMW, WCW and the 
WWF! You are advised what to do, where to write, 
how to act, how to get vanous jobs, what your 
chances are — and how to better those odds! This 
book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to Know! « Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling * Lists addresses of all 
U.S. promotions and wrestling schools ¢ Tells 
where to order boots, tights, etc, in the U.S, & UK. 


Updated 1995 Edition Now Shipping! 
Inside Secrets on How YOU 


Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 
Price of book is only $15, Including postage, 


Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 


PRO WRESTLING CAREER BOOK 
2770 Lenox Ad. NE, Ste, 200+ Atlanta, GA 30324 


Da ee os ew 


‘MOVING? 


| Kindly give us 8 weeks 
| advance notice 


Are you moving? If so, please give 
I us 8 weeks advance notice so we 
I can continue to service your sub- 
] scription promptly. Check the mag- 
1 azine(s) listed below you subscribe 
| to: 


| C1) PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
1 C1 THE WRESTLER 

1 CUINSIDE WRESTLING 

1 CUSPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING 

1 C1 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 

1 C1 pwi WEEKLY 


J STATE zip 


J STATE zp 


I Clip this form and send to: 
LONDON PUBLISHING CO 
P.O. BOX 910 

I FT. WASHINGTON, PA 19034 
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YOUR LETTERS 


(Continued from page 5) 


Neither the WWF nor WCW knows 
what to make of the violence dis- 
played by ECW wrestlers or the 
bloodthirstiness of diehard ECW 
fans. And for ECW to openly criti- 
cize and challenge both major fed- 
erations is like a young punk bad- 
mouthing a senior citizen. 

It will be interesting to see just 
how this young punk federation 
fairs against the conservative patri- 
archs of pro wrestling. 

RONNIE KIXX 
Reno, NV 


COULD FLAIR 
STING HOGAN? 

After giving up on 
wrestling for a while, I’m 
watching it again for a 
number of reasons, but 
mostly because Ric Flair 
is back. In time, Flair will 
be the downfall of that 
cancer, Hulk Hogan. 
Flair might not beat 
Hogan himself, but he 
will live to see Hogan 
crumble. He will help 
guide some other top 
wrestler to defeat Hogan 
... Sting perhaps. Flair 
would be the perfect 
guide for Sting. Hey, 
who would have ever 
dreamed that Flair and 
Big Van Vader could get 
together? Sting and Flair 
have been friends and 
partners in the past. In 
this great sport, any- 
thing’s possible. 

Nobody can tell me 
that Sting doesn’t resent 
Hogan. He cannot be 
happy that he has been 


for Sting to open his eyes. Does 
his so-called friendship with 
Hogan mean more than the WCW 
World title? Need | mention the 
attention Sting would get if he 
were the man to send Hogan back 
to Hollywood for good? | think 
Sting should consider befriending 
Flair. It could be the best move of 
his career. 


JOHN TEEMAN 
Kalamazoo, MI 


shoved into the back- #Aic Flair might not have what it takes to beat Hulk 
: .. Hogan for the WCW World title, but reader John 

ground i wcw by his Teeman believes the “Nature Boy” could manage 

“friend.” All it would take is someone like Sting to a victory over Hogan. 


WHAT'S HAPPENING 


adding to both Yokozuna and to 
himself? “Apter, Yokozuna is a 
sumo star, and his build is of the 
classic sumo body,” he said. “Yes, 
he’s getting bigger, and it is not 
8slowing him down one bit. 


Johnny Grunge took quite a beating 
from The Gangstas on the night they 
made their first ECW appearance. Could 
Grunge and Rocco be intimidated by 
their violent rivals? 


Regarding me, James E.? Maybe 
I’m in training to become a sumo 
star as well!” 

Public Enemy’s Johnny 
Grunge recently said something 
that really surprised me: “Yeah, 
The Gangstas are real tough. 
We'll have to be at our best to 


(Continued from page 7) 


beat them.” He sounds a little con- 
cerned, maybe even scared. 

Scott Steiner has signed for a 
series of matches in Peach State 
Wrestling. “When I’m not on tour in 
Japan, | need to keep my skills 
sharpened,” Scott, 
who now has a 
home in Georgia, 
said. “Peach State 
is the way to go. It’s 
a great indepen- 
dent.” Tommy Rich, 
The Iron Sheik, 
and Paul Orndorff 
compete there regu- 
larly. 

Earlier, | mention- 
ed Miguel Perez’ 
moving speech at 
the WWF Hall of 


Fame Dinner. | was also glad to 
see Ivan Putski, Fabulous 
Moolah, Ernie Ladd, George 
Steele, The Grand Wizard, and 
Pedro Morales inducted. But my 
heart still yearns to see the leg- 
endary Bruno Sammartino 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
Because there are still hard feel- 
ings between Sammartino and 
WWF head Vince McMahon, the 
induction has not happened yet. 
Here, in print, | respectfully ask 
both of them to put aside all the 
bitterness, even just for one night, 
so Bruno can take his rightful 
place among all the other all-time 
WWF greats. Come on, guys— 
just one night! 

That's what's happening. I'll see 
you at the matches! O 


With apologies to Hulk Hogan, Bruno Sammartino was probably the greatest WWF 
champion of all-time. The only reason he hasn't been inducted into the WWF Hall of 
Fame is that he and federation head Vince McMahon don't get along. 
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NO HOLDS BARRED 


(Continued from page 8) 


Taz takes down Raven with a belly-to-back suplex. Taz has proven time and time 
again that he is one ECW wrestler with a ton of technical ability, but you see a lot 
more chair shots than suplexes in ECW. 


Arena. Chairs fly. The timekeep- 
er’s table is a favored weapon. 

Again | ask: Is this wrestling? 

Well, Sabu, one of the top rising 
young stars in wrestling, held the 
ECW heavyweight title for several 
months. Terry Funk regularly com- 
petes in ECW, as do Shane 
Douglas and 2 Cold Scorpio. So 
does Taz, one of the greatest 
suplex artists in the world today. 
Both Dean Malenko and Eddy 
Guerrero, two of the finest scientif- 
ic wrestlers anywhere, have held 
the TV title. Sure, most ECW 
matches are bloody, but the objec- 
tive is the same as in WCW and 
the WWF: to pin your opponent or 
to make him submit. You don’t 
receive points for smashing an 
opponent over the head with a 
tennis racket, a chair, or a cellular 
phone (as Paul E. Dangerously 
often does). 

So let’s agree that ECW is 
wrestling, even if it's an extremely 
violent form of the ancient art. It 
looks more like uptown on Sat- 
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urday night than what Lou Thesz 
and Verne Gagne used to do, but 
it’s definitely wrestling. 

But does it belong in the 
wrestling universe? Is ECW good 
for the sport? 

ECW is the federation that both 
excites me the most and annoys 
me the most. It annoys me 
because its TV shows are regular- 
ly one-hour ripoffs. There’s usually 
not more than 20 minutes of 
wrestling on a 60-minute show; 
the rest of it is taken up by com- 
mercials, interviews, and an- 
nouncements of upcoming ECW 
shows. Anybody who channel flips 
would have to be real lucky to 
catch any wrestling on ECW tele- 
vision. That’s a major problem that 
ECW seems hesitant to address. | 
wish the cable networks would 
address it for them by refusing to 
air ECW programs that don’t con- 
tain at least 30 minutes of 
wrestling. Until then, ECW TV is 
nothing more than a paid adver- 
tisement. 


Second, ECW Arena is tiny and 
seats only about 1,100 fans. ECW 
never holds cards in big buildings 
and is insistent on protecting its 
rugged, rough-edged image. 
Sometimes | have to wonder if 
ECW is a wrestling federation or a 
wrestling cult. To me, it’s a cult. 

So the debate goes on. ECW 
supporters are a very loud and 
overzealous bunch. They love 
their ECW. They need their ECW! 
| like it, too, when I’m in the mood 
for something different. But when | 
want to watch wrestling, | still tune 
in to WCW or the WWF. Bi 


911 is a hero to many of the ECW faith- 
ful, yet his actual wrestling skills are 
limited. He is held in high esteem 
because he enjoys destroying oppo- 
nents with repeated choke-slams. 
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CORRESPONDENTS REPORTS 


Lane, allowing Gilbert to piledrive 
Keirn. For the next several min- 
utes, Keirn was pummeled by both 
Gilbert and Rich. Somehow, Steve 
summoned the strength to crawl 
to his corner and tag Lane, who 
was double-teamed by his foes. 

Finally, Jackie Fargo came to 
ringside and distracted Gilbert and 
Rich. Before those two knew 
what happened, The Fabulous 
Ones did a double rollup on their 
opponents to win the tournament. 

In other bouts: Max Muscle, 
Gorgeous George III, Mr. World 
Class, and The Gambler defeat- 
ed David Haskins, Scott Studd, 
Super Mario, and King Cobra ... 
Billy Jack Haynes pinned 
Brickhouse Brown ... First round 
of the tag team tournament: 
Tommy Rich and Doug Gilbert 
defeated Brian Christopher and 
Bill Dundee ... Jerry Lawler and 
Jimmy Valiant defeated Joe 
LeDuc and Phil Hickerson ... The 
Moondogs defeated PG-18 ... 
Semifinals: Rich and Gilbert 
defeated Lawler and Valiant ... 
The Fabulous Ones defeated 
The Moondogs. 


Johnson City, TN (Correspon- 
dent—Homer Earleson): Smoky 
Mountain tag team champions Al 
Snow and Unibomb looked confi- 
dent going into their non-title 
match with The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express. Perhaps they were 
overconfident. 

When the Rock 'n’ Rolls came 
to ringside, Rick Morton was 
wearing a neck brace because of 
an injury he had suffered at the 
hands of Snow and Unibomb. 
Snow laughed at Morton, who 
subsequently removed the brace 
to show that he was fully healed. 
Once the bout began, Morton 
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(Continued from page 14) 


and Gibson gained the 
advantage and kept it 
through much of the 
match. Snow and Uni- 
bomb both tried under- 
handed tactics, but both 
men were unable to 
counter the series of 
dropkicks Morton and 
Robert Gibson used. A 
few suplexes that Snow 
tried were also ineffective. 

Finally, Snow attempt- 
ed to pin Morton while 
hanging on to his tights; 
Morton reversed the 
attempt and pinned Snow. 
After the bell sounded, 
Morton accused the 
champions of being 
afraid to defend the belts. Snow 
and Unibomb started fighting 
with the Rock ’n’ Rolls, but they 
quickly retreated to their dressing 
room when Morton and Gibson 
got the best of the brawl. 

In other bouts: Tracey 
Smothers and Tony Anthony 
beat New Jack and D-Lo Brown 
in a stretcher match ... SMW 
heavyweight champion Buddy 
Landell beat Steve Armstrong ... 
Boo Bradley beat Killer Kyle ... 
D-Lo Brown beat Bobby Blaze. 


Philadelphia, PA (Correspon- 
dent—Charlie Nash): The 
much-anticipated match between 
Public Enemy and Axi Rotten 
and a mystery partner never took 
place, but the fans at ECW 
Arena still saw plenty of action. 
Axl announced that he had 
picked his brother, lan, to be his 
partner, but troubleshooting ref- 
eree Bill Alfonso wouldn't allow 
the Rottens to team since they 
had lost a “losing-team-must- 
split-up” bout back in January. 


Public Enemy’s Johnny Grunge was bruised and 
bloody after New Jack was through beating him 
with a club. The Gangstas pummeled Public 
Enemy in their unscheduled ECW debut. 


Axl announced to the crowd 
that if he couldn’t team with lan, 
he’d gladly fight him. He then 
sneak-attacked lan, and the two 
brothers brawled into the crowd. 
In the midst of the frenzied 
action, though, Public Enemy 
started playing to the fans and 
were jumped by nightstick-wield- 
ing Gangstas. After five minutes 
of fighting, Rocco Rock and 
Johnny Grunge were a bloody 
mess, and three police officers 
came out, handcuffed New Jack 
and Mustafa Saed, and led them 
out of the building. 

In other bouts: Mikey Whip- 
wreck defeated Big Valley ... 
Vampire Warrior defeated Hack 
Myers ... Tommy Dreamer pinned 
The Vampire Warrior ... 911 
defeated “Jungle” Jim Steele ... 
Beulah McGillicutty pinned Luna 
Vachon ... 2 Cold Scorpio and 
Taz defeated The Pit Bulls and 
Raven ... ECW heavyweight 
champion The Sandman defeat- 
ed Cactus Jack in a barbed-wire 
match. 0 


the deal?”—Rick Lunde, 
Norristown, PA 


A: “None of you damn busi- 


ness,” Luna screeched. “My 
personal life is my business. 
I’m the ‘Queen Of Extreme.’ 
I do what I want. I came to 
ECW to help Tommy Dream- 
er because he’s hardcore. 
He’s my kind of man. When 
I go out to the ring, no one 
gets in my way! Do you hear 
me?! My husband has to 
stay out of my career, 
because Tommy Dreamer 
needs me. If The Vampire 
Warrior gets in my way in 
the ring, he might get hurt, 
too. It doesn’t matter if he’s 
my husband. He can’t get 
involved in my professional 
life!” 
a ok 

: “This question is for Jim 
Neidhart: We’ve heard Jerry 
Lawler and Hakushi talk about 
how Bret Hart, your brother- 
in-law, hates the Japanese. Is 
there any truth to that accusa- 


Bret Hart hasn't reacted well to Hakushi 
calling him a racist. Jim Neidhart isn’t 
fond of brother-in-law Bret, but he 
doesn't believe Hakushi’s accusations. 


YOU ASKED US 


(Continued from page 16) 


tion?”—Walter Wagner, Sioux 
Falls, ID 


A: “No, I don’t think so,” said 


Neidhart. “Bret Hart is a lot 
of things—most of them 
bad—but he’s no racist. 
He’s definitely not as good a 
wrestler now as he was 
when he was teaming with 
me, but that’s to be expect- 
ed because I bring out the 
best in my partners. But 
that’s besides the point. I 
don’t think Bret Hart hates 
any one ethnic group more 
than the other. He’s happy 
to get his butt kicked by 
anyone, no matter what 
country the guy’s from. 
Lawler and Hakushi called 
him a racist because they 
knew it’d get him all riled 
up. Bret’s so dumb, he fell 
for their trick and got suck- 
ered into a feud. I bet he 
wishes he still had me 
around to do his thinking 
for him.” 


The Renegade (above left) respects The Ultimate Warrior (above right), but is sick of 
being compared to him and may change his look because of it. 


Q: “This question is for The Rene- 


gade: Does it bother you that 
so many people compare you 
to The Ultimate Warrior and 
say he was better than you?”— 
Jill Chernikin, Dallas, TX 


A: “Yeah, it bothers me,” said 


Renegade. “I’m my own 
man. Ultimate Warrior was 
great in his time, but I think 
all the fans should appreci- 
ate me for who I am. Maybe 
I haven’t accomplished 
everything The Ultimate 
Warrior did in his time, but 
I’m just getting started. 
How many other guys can 
say they beat a great veteran 
like Arn Anderson for the 
WCW TY title in their first 
big pay-per-view match? 
The Renegade and the 
‘Hulkster’ are gonna be an 
unstoppable force in WCW. 
Soon no one will be calling 
me an Ultimate Warrior 
wannabe. I’m The Rene- 
gade. Feel the power!” = [_) 
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BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


(Continued from page 28) 


“His whole palate completely 
collapsed,"’ Blair said. 

Beefcake never lost conscious- 
ness and stood on the dock for 20 
minutes while waiting for an ambu- 
lance. ‘‘He was a real trooper,” 
Blair said. 

Beefcake was taken to the hospi- 
tal, where initial tests were per- 
formed and ice was applied to his 
face. Then he waited overnight for 
Dr. Habal—whom Blair calls ‘‘the 
guru of reconstructive surgery’’—to 
arrive. 

“His nose was crushed and ev- 
erything from the bridge of the 
nose down was crushed, too,’’ Blair 
said. ‘‘His jaws were wired and he 
was put on a liquid diet for six 
weeks.” 


lies ahead. 
while in good spirits now, will have 
to deal with long months on the 
sidelines. Blair and Hogan are with 
him now, but they can’t always be 


recovery Beefcake, 


there. Eventually, Beefcake will 
have to make it on his own. 

Can he make it back? That re- 
mains to be seen. Beefcake had 
reached a career peak and now 
must work hard to regain that level. 

Cards and letters can be sent to 
Beefcake in care of: Gold’s Gym, 
7815 N. Dale Mabry, Tampa 
Florida, 33614. 

Beefcake needs your support . . . 
now more than ever. 
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QaA 


(Continued from page 23) 


LADD: The athlete of today in our 
sport is far superior to the ath- 
lete of even 10 years ago. I see 
these athletes taking our sport 
to a new level that will finally see 
wrestling accepted worldwide as 
the greatest sport there is. 

FUJI: Yes, he is correct. Football, 
baseball, they will all take sec- 
ond place to wrestling. Sports 
fans will discuss Yokozuna 
rather than Troy Aikman, Barry 
Bonds, or Shaquille O’ Neal. 

MOOLAH: Not to sound selfish, 
but I think Alundra will help 


A former NFL great, Ernie Ladd was one of wrestling’s most dominant big men in 


the image of us ladies, and the 
fans in the future will demand 
and get more gals in the ring. I 
hope I’m alive to see it, darlin’. 


STEELE: Wrestling’s future 


depends on how well the stars of 
today treat it, daddy. We’ve 
passed the torch, every one of us 
at this table. We’ve passed it to 
what they’re calling the “new 
generation.” Daddy, I just hope 
they can pass the torch to an even 
greater group of athletes, and I 
see the sport just getting better 
and better from here on. O 


—- Sos 


the 1970s. He enjoys watching current WWF World champ Diesel and predicts he'll 


be even tougher in years to come. 
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thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
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March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel, 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong Bundy, 
Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 


Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 


January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 


Garvins, DiBiase, Bome & Sawyer. 


February 1987/Stories include: Magnum 


T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 


March 1987/Stories include; Windham, 


Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 


April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Windham, 
Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch, 
July 1987/Stories include: Comette, Hyatt, 
Luger, Haris, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 

Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 

November 1987/Stones include: Williams, 
Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 


Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita-Taylor, 
Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 

March 1988/Stories include! Hogan, Luger- 
Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 

May 1988/Siories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 

June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 

July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan, Windham, McMahon, Rich. 
October 1988/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Fantastics, Hennig, Roberts-Rude. 
November 1988/Stories include: Midnight 
Ex., DiBiase, Bossman, Brody. 

January 1989/Stories include: Kevin Von, 
Rougeaus, Horsemen, Hogan. 
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February 1989/Stories include: Warriors, 
Ultimate-Hogan, Bigelow-Gordy. 

May 1989/Stones include: Steamboat. 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Valentine. 

June 1989/Stories include: Steamboat. 
Martel, Ultimate-Savage, Luger, Flair. 

July 1989/Stories include: Warrior, Hogan- 
Bravo, Flair-Steamboal, Rhodes. 
September 1989/Stories include: Flair-Funk, 
Piper, Demolition, Zeus. 

October 1989/Siories include: Hogan & 
Beefcake vs. Zeus & Savage, Hyatt, Hayes, 
November 1989/Stores include; Piper- 
Savage-Hogan, Dusty, Fiair-Funk. 
December 1989/Stories include: Muta-Sting, 
Andre-Ultimate, Windham. 

January 1990/Stones include: Pillman, 
Hogan, Rich-Luger, Tully & Arn. 

February 1990/Stories include: Sting-Luger, 
Gordy, Martel, Hogan-Brown, 

March 1990/Stories include: Steiners, Flair- 
Funk, Hogan-Zeus, Survivors. 

April 1990/Stories include: Hogan, Luger, 
Woman, Piper-Heenan, Travis. 

June 1990/Stones include: Hogan, Rockers, 
Koloffs, Horsemen, Flair-Luger, 

July 1990/Stories include: Poffo, Dusty- 
Savage, Luger-Flair, Doom, Blanchard. 
August 1990/Stories include: Hogan-Warior, 
September 1990/Stories include: Ultimate, 
Haynes, Luger, Doom, Tugboat. 

October 1890/Stories include: Hogan- 
Earthquake, Ultimate, Flair, Rich. 
November 1990/Stories include: Luger & 
Sting, Beefcake, Race, Steiners. 


In case of a sellout, indicate substitute choice: 


April 1991/Stories include: Hogan, DiBiase, 
Skyscrapers, Luger, Zenk. 

May 1991/Stories include: Hogan-Slaughter, 
Flair, Eaton, Sheik-Bobo. 

June 1991/Stories include: Hogan, Nastys, 
Sting, Flair, Cactus Jack. 

duly 1991/Stories include: Flair-Fujinami, 
Nastys, Steiners, Savage. 

August 1991/Stores include: Slaughter, 
Luger-Nikita, Hennig, Poffo. 

September 1991/Stores include: Steiners 
ys. Sting & Luger, LOD, Cactus. 
November 1991/Stories include: Luger, 
Steamboat, Piper, Global. 


December 1991/Stories include; Flair-Hogan, 


Beverlys, Sting-Luger 

January 1992/Stories include: LOD, Badd, 
Hughes, Roberts, Gossett, 

Febtuary 1992/Stories include: Flair, 
Simmons, Santana, Backlund. 

March 1992/Stories include: Piilman, WWF 
litle, Rude, Mountie-Hart. 

April 1992/Stories include: Bearer, WCW 
magic, Hennig & Flair, LPWA. 

May 1992/Stories include: Flair, Anderson & 
Eaton, Piper, Rhodes, USWA. 

June 1992/Stories include: Flair-Hogan- 
Justice, Gilbert, Warrior, Vegas. 

July 1992/Stories include: Rude, LOD, 
Madusa, Monsoon, Nurse Vanessa. 
August 1992/Stonies include: Warrior, 
Bunkhouse, Undertaker-Roberts, Sting. 
September 1992/Stories include: LOD, Repo 
vs. Crush, Kleen, Freebirds. 

October 1992/Stories include: Bulldog & 
Warnor, Lee, Martel-Tatanka, Austin. 


January 1993/Stories include: Ramon- 
Savage, Sting-Roberts, Disasters. 

February 1993/Stories include: Hart, Rick 
Steiner, Backlund, Austin. 

April 1993/Stories include: What's in/out, 
Ramon, Steamboat, Patriot, Tatarika. 

June 1993/Stories include: Sting-Vader, 
Doink & Christopher, Steiners, Lawler. 

duly 1993/Stones include: Smith-Vader, 
Ramon, Rhodes, Tatanka, Bravo murder. 
August 1993/Stories include: Hogan- 
Yokozuna, Jarrett, Vicious, Hart, Payne. 
October 1993/Stories include: Vader & 
Vicious, Summersiam lists, sHart-Lawler. 
November 1999/Stories include: Rude-Fiair, 
Hogan, Luger, Jannetty, Bodies, Power Bombs, 
December 1993/Stones include: Luger, Sting 
& Flair, Fytch, Luna, Austin. 

January 1994/Stories include; Hogan, Rude- 
Flair, Bagwell & Scorpio, Comette. 
February 1994/Stories include: Vicious & 
Am, Yokozuna, Vader-Cactus, steraids, 
April 1994/Stories include: Hogan, Savage- 
Crush, Flair, Blayze, Adams, Boss. 

May 1994/Stories include: Royal Rumble, 
Hulk minus bulk, Boss, Douglas-Sherri, 

July 1994/Stories incilude: Flair vs. Hogan, 
DiBiase, Crockett, Douglas, WWF. 

August 1994/Stories include: Cactus-Vader, 
M.O.M., Hart & Yokozuna, Badd. 

October 1994/Stories include; Undertaker, 
Cactus, Scorpio-Sabu, Funk, Sheik. 
November 1994/Stones include: Hogan, 


Luger, Vicious, Austin, Bomb. 


February 1991/Stories include: Sting- November 1992/Stories include: Crush, January 1995/Stories include: Holiday gifts, 
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March 1991/Stories include: Hogan-Warrior, | December 1992/Stories include: Hogan, February 1995/Stories include: Hogan, 
Piper, Comette, Steiners. Roberts, Simmons, Rock'n’ Rolls. Steiners, Undertaker, Sabu, Honky Tonk. 
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Liths..: 


Every month, The Wrestler will comb 

through its extensive photo files and shine its 
spotlight on an outstanding wrestler, manager, 
or tag team. We'll present unforgettable 


highlights in the action-packed careers 
of the sport's greatest stars, culled from 


the most extensive photographic archives 


anywhere in the wrestling world! 


JIM CORNETTE 


E’S DOING IT 
again. Jim Cornette 
is terrorizing fan 


favorites in Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling. After a six-month 
stint as a fan favorite manag- 
er in the promotion—a stint in 
which he managed long-time 
rivals The Rock ’n’ Roll 
Express to the tag team title— 
Gen, Cornette has turned 
rulebreaker again and formed 
an organization called The 
Militia. Among its members 
are Buddy Landell, Al Snow, 
Unibomb, Terry Gordy, The 
Punisher, and Tommy Rich. 

And when he’s not hud- 
dling in SMW with his Militia, 
the General can generally be 
found in the WWF, where he 
manages Yokozuna, The 
Heavenly Bodies, and Man- 
taur. 

That’s not bad for a man 
who needed the financial sup- 
port of his wealthy mother to 
break into the sport as a manager in 
1982. The Louisville native, who was 
once a photographer for this family of 
magazines, got his start as a manager 
when he signed The Galaxians to a 
contract in the Mid-Southern area. 

But it was in 1984 that James E. 
found the team that would make him 
famous: The Midnight Express. The 
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Express originally consisted of 
Dennis Condrey and Randy Rose, but 
Cornette decided to replace Rose with 
Bobby Eaton, and the duo thrived, 
winning both the Mid-South and 
World Class tag titles before captur- 
ing the NWA World tag title from The 
Rock ’n’ Roll Express on February 2, 
1986. As has been the case through- 


out his career, Cornette was 
never shy about interfering in 
his team’s matches. 

After Condrey and Eaton 
lost the NWA belts back to the 
Rock ’n’ Rolls, Cornette 
replaced Condrey with Stan 
Lane, and that version of the 
Express won three NWA U.S. 
tag titles and one NWA World 
tag team title. 

Since the breakup of that 
duo, Cornette has left his 
mark on many different pro- 
motions. Whether it be help- 
ing Yokozuna duck Lex Luger 
during his second WWF 
World title reign, battling 
foes like Paul E. Danger- 
ously and Bob Armstrong, or 
trying to bury The Gangstas, 
Cornette has always been 
opinionated and controver- 
sial. He has been voted 
Manager of the Year by PWI 
readers twice and has fin- 
ished among the top three 
runners-up Six times. 

The “Louisville Lip” recently 
vowed to make The Militia the most 
powerful organization of rulebreakers 
in the world while leading Yokozuna 
to a third WWF World title. Mama 
Cornette must be proud of her little 
James E. He certainly deserves time 
in our “Spotlight.” 


Rock ’n’ Roll Express. 


A December 1983: Like any good manager, Cornette has 
always kept an eye on the business world and looked for new 


investments. He an avid reader of Fortune. 
e _———| 


<4 February 1984: James E. was just 
another run-of-the-mill wrestling 
manager until he paired Bobby 
Eaton and Dennis Condrey—The 
Midnight Express—and led them to 
the NWA World tag title. 


p> September 1993: 
Though they brief- 
ly united as fan 
favorites in 1995, 


® November 1986: 
Cornette never was a 
good loser. Here, he 
sheds a few tears 
after taking a beating. 
That’s bodyguard Big 
Bubba Rogers look- 
ing on as he gets his 
knee iced. 


Cornette and Bob 
Armstrong have 
been fierce rivals 
for years. The 
“Louisville Lip” 
has gotten in a 
few shots against 
“Bullet” Bob. 


Vv October 1992: Never shy about using his 
tennis racket on Rick Morton’s throat, 
Cornette was a big help to The Heavenly 
Bodies in their Smoky Mountain feud with The 


<4 June 1993: Though 

his most hated rival 
is Bob Armstrong, 
Cornette will gladly 
smash any Arm- 
strong. In this case, 
Steve was the most 
accessible. 
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graph for him. 


\ E KG 
Photos By Bill Apter 
q « ” f 
>The “Heartbreak Kid 
doesn’t break many 
hearts these days. Shawn . 
Michaels, now a full- Z ; 
fledged fan favorite, made ; $ 
young Jackie Finn’s day : ” . 
when he signed an auto- Pap —- 


<@ Savio Vega wants 
to be the next great 
Puerto Rican legend, 
and he was thrilled to 
see his old friend 
Miguel Perez Sr., a 
Puerto Rican legend 
of the past. 


= p> Blackjack Lanza 
didn’t care much for 
referees when he was 
an active wrestler, so 
he was more than a 
little happy to de- 
monstrate his claw- 
hold on referees 
Dave and Earl Hebner. 
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v Former WWF great and current talent scout Tony Garea 
remembers the days when Vince McMahon Sr. ran the WWF. 
He reminisced about them with McMahon's widow, Juanita. 


V Who's stronger, a Kama or a Headshrinker? We'll 
go with ... well, we can’t say. When Fatu challenged 
Kama to an arm wrestling contest ... let’s just say it 
ended in a draw. 


WeErnie Ladd and Bill Watts were sometimes 
friends and sometimes enemies during their 
careers. From the looks of this conversation, they 
still have differences to settle. 


<q No, that isn’t a 
new challenger to 
Alundra Blayze’s 
World Women’s title 
standing with broad- 
caster Gorilla Mon- 
soon. It’s Stephanie 
McMahon, the daugh- 
ter of Vince Jr. 


<@ Even though he had under- 
gone triple-bypass surgery 
less than two months before 
the festivities, Fred Blassie 
still has a lot of energy ... and 
a sense of humor. (Left to 
right: Stan Lane, Rene Goulet, 
Bill Watts, Capt. Lou Albano, 
Blassie.) 
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TOP 10 
| STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

{5) U.S. 


2 BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 


(6) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 


3 MABEL 


503, Harlem, NY 


-) No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


& RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


(-) No. 4 contender: WCW World title 


5 SAVIO VEGA 


268, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
{-) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 


3] SHAWN MICHAELS 
234, San Anionio, TX 


{-) No. 5 contender: WWF World title 


7 HULK HOGAN 
275, Venice Beach, CA 
(2) WCW World champion 
8 JEFF JARRETT 
230, Nashville, TN 


(3) WWF Intercontinental champion 


@ DIESEL 
356, las Vegas, NV 


(1) WWF World champion 


10 RANDY SAVAGE 
237, Sarasota, FL 


(10) No. 3 contender: WCW World title 


wcw 
World Champion 
HULK HOGAN 
(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA 
1—STING 
(2) 260, Venice Beach, CA 
2—BIG VAN VADER 
(3) 450, Denver, CO 
3—RANDY SAVAGE 
(5) 237, Sarasota, FL 
4—RIC FLAIR 
(4) 243, Minneopolis, MN 
5—THE RENEGADE 
{-) 256, parts unknown 
6—ALEX WRIGHT 
(8) 222, Berlin, Germany 
7—MENG 
(-) 294, Tonga 
8—ARN ANDERSON 
(1) 249, Minneapolis, MN 
9—PAUL ORNDORFF 
{-) 253, Brandon, FL 
10—BRIAN PILLMAN 
(-) 226, Cincinnati, OH 
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champlon 


WWE 
World Champion: 
DIESEL 
(C) 356, Las Vegas, NV 
1—JEFF JARRETT 
(1) 230, Nashville, TN 


EL 
(-) 503, Harlem, NY 


HART 
(4) 234, Calgary, Alberta 
4—SAVIO VEGA 
(-) 268, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
5—SHAWN MICHAELS 
(8) 234, San Antonio, TX 
6—THE UNDERTAKER 
(5) 328, parts unknown 
7—SID VICIOUS 
(3) 318, West Memphis, AR 
8—BAM BAM BIGELOW 
(-) 368, Mi. Laurel, NJ 
9—RAZOR RAMON 
(2) 287, Miami, FL 
10—BOB HOLLY 
(-) 231, Talladega, AL 


Diesel 


TAG TEAMS 


] OWEN HART & YOKOZUNA 
Combined weight: 795 pounds 
(2) WWE World tag team champions 
2 BUNKHOUSE BUCK & DICK SLATER 
Combined weight: 464 pounds 
jai Ad bo 
3 LEX LUGER & DAVEY BOY SMITH 
Combined weight: 510 pounds 
(10) No. 1 contendors: WWF World tag title 


&h HARLEM HEAT 

Combined weight: 550 pounds 

(3) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
5 THE NASTY BOYS 

Combined weight: 585 pounds 

(1) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
6 THE ROCK "N' ROLL EXPRESS 

Combined weight: 453 pounds 

(6) No. 1 contenders: Smoky Mountain fag title 
7 PUBLIC ENEMY 

Combined weight: 583 pounds 

8) ECw feam 
8 AL SNOW & UNIBOMB 

Combined weight: 577 pounds 

(7) a Mountain tag team champions 


9% Conk weight: 471 pounds 
(9) USWA tag team 
10 BOBBY EATON & LORD STEVEN REGAL 
Combined weight: 480 pounds 


{-) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BILLY JACK HAYNES 
(-) 242, Portland, OR 
2—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(3) 230, Memphis, TN 
3—DOUG GILBERT 
(1) 241, Lexington, TN 
4—TOMMY RICH 
(5) 248, Hendersonville, TN 
5—BiLL DUNDEE 
(2) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
6—BRIAN LEE 
(4) 251, Los Angeles, CA 
7—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(-) 227, Atlanta, GA 
8—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
(-) 227, Tampa, FL 
9—SCOTT STUDD 
(-) 224, Atlanta, GA 


10—GORGEOUS GEORGE III 


(6) 221, Charlotte, NC 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
THE SANDMAN 
(C) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
1—CACTUS JACK 
(2) 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
2—TASMANIAC 
(7) 221, Tasmania 
3—EDDY GUERRERO 
(3) 231, Los Angeles, CA 
4—TOMMY DREAMER 
(9) 245, Yonkers, NY 


11 

(6) 310, parts unknown 
6—SHANE DOUGLAS 

(1) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 

'—DEAN MALENKO 

(4) 216, Tampa, FL. 
8—2 COLD SCORPIO 

(-) 222, Denver, CO 
9—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 

(-) 187, New York, NY 

10—VAMPIRE WARRIOR 
(-) 256, parts unknown 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
skill of each wrestler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 
Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and character 
of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers to the top 
title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in parentheses indi- 
cates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (-) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in that category last 


issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


234, San Antonio, TX 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
2 HULK HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
3 STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last Issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
4 DIESEL 

356, las Vegas, NV 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
5 BRET HART 

234, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular 
6 THE UNDERTAKER 

328, parts unknown 


Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular 


7 RAZOR RAMON 
287, Miami, FL 


Last Issue: No. 7 Most Popular 


8 BAM BAM BIGELOW 
368, Mt. Laurel, NJ 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Popular 


y RANDY SAVAGE 
237, Sarasota, FL 


MOST HATED 


| SID VICIOUS 
318, West Memphis, AR 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 
2 RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 4 Most Hated 


3 BOB BACKLUND 

234, Princeton, MN 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 
4 JERRY LAWLER 

234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 6 Mes? Hated 
5 JEFF JARRETT 

230, Nashville, TN 


Last issue: No. 3 Most Hated 


G MABEL 
503, Harlem, NY 
Last issue: unrated 
7 HAKUSHI 
231, Tokyo, Japan 


Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


oe 
335, las Vegas, NV 


Last issue: No. 9 Most Hated 


9 ARN ANDERSON 
249, Minneapolis, MN 


Last issue: No. 8 Most Popular Last issve: unrated 
10 LEX LUGER 10 BUBBA ROGERS 


265, Chicago, IL 
Last Issue: No. 10 Most Popular 


310, Cobb County, GA 


Last issue: No. 8 Mest Hated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN INTERNATIONAL 
Smoky Mountain Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 
BUDDY LANDELL MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 236, Los Angeles, CA (6) 247, Saitama, Japan 
1=—BRAD ARMSTRONG 1—ANTONIO INOKI 
(-) 226, Marietta, GA (1) 240, Tokyo, Japan 
ARMSTRONG 2—STAN HANSEN 
(1) 224, Marietta, GA (C) 322, Borger, TX 
3—TONY ANTHONY 3—KOJI KANEMOTO 
(8) 235, Bucksnort, TN (-) 258, Tokyo, Japan 
4—B00 BRADLEY 4—THE GREAT MUTA 
(5) 310, parts unknown (2) 245, Tokyo, Japan 
5—BOBBY BLAZE U 
(4) 222, Charlotte, NC (3) 220, Bombay 
6—TRACEY SMOTHERS 6—PERRO AGUAYO 
(6) 227, Atlanta, GA (8) 215, Zacatecas, Mexico 
7—TERRY GORDY 7—HIROSHI HASE 
(-) 289, Chattanooga, TN (10) 225, Tokyo, Japan 
8—AL SNOW 8—GARY ALBRIGHT 
(7) 232, Lima, OH (9) 340, Billings, MT 
LLER KYLE 9—NOBUHIKO TAKADA 
(10) 303, Atlanta, GA (4) 231, Yokohama, Japon 
10—UNIBOMB 10—TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
(9) 345, parts unknown (7) 245, Tizhigi, Jopan 


For period ended June 30, 1995 : 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past 10 issues of this magazine. 
We have examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been compiled, with a possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the top five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month, these 
cumulative ratings give on indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 

PDN ais srrgiecaeraviosusnomonnsitiat ned HONS 
2—HULK HOGAN .vssssinsinnnnnnsinnnnesennaO9 Points 
3—RAZOR RAMON cssssassnsesnsnnsrtsnnnereees58 POURS 
BSI rion coactarene ae 
5—BRET HART fra ieee narrate Manne pat points 


TAG TEAMS 

TTHE NASTY BOYS .ssesnnnnsesnnnemnsT9 points 
2-HARLEM HEAT vnnssnnneemnenseensnTT pOints 
3—THE SMOKIN' GUNNS .sssnesisnnseenemenu points 
A—THE ROCK 'N’ ROLL EXPRESS .rrmnnnnnn6 points 
5—OWEN HART & YOKOZUNA..ssssnens08 points 


AAA: AAA ferro Aguayo; 1—Cien Corus; 2—Konnan; 3—DOctagon; 4—Winners; 

“fon aie cs 7—1o Parko; 8—Blue Panther; 9—Psicasis; 10— 
Guerrero. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rontula; 1—Tito Sontano; 2—Johnay Gunn; 3—Glenn Oshourne; 

4—Rick Martel; 5—Cactus Jack: 6—Ron Simmons; 7—Tommy Dreamer; 8—Lord Zoltan; 9— 

Johnny Graham; 10—2 Cold Scorpio. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Greg Volentine; 1—Scott Putski; 2—Johnny Gunn; 3—Joe 

Sovoldi; 4—Tony Atlas; 5—Rick Martel: 6—Tito Sontona; 7—Osamu Nishimura; 8—Bostion 

Booger; 9—Koko B. Ware; 10—Metal Moniac. 

MTW: MTW Champion—Morty Jonnetty: 1—Bruiser Bedlam; 2—Al Snow; 3—Ray Roberts; 

4—Chris Corter; 5—Seon Cosey; 6—Bastion Booger; 7—Rock Stevens; 8—Don Severn; 9—J.T. 

Lightning; 10—Machine Gun Kelly. 

PWA: PWA Champion—The Hoter; I—Charte Nor; 2—esse Hennig: 3—Jerry Lynn; 4— 

Randy Gusto; 5—Punisher; 6—Horace the Lunatic; 7—Dan Jesser; 8—Tommy Ferrara; 9— 

Derrick Dukes; 10—Bloke Beverly. 

PWE: PWF Chompion—Stor Ryder; 1—George South; 2—Htalian Stallion; 3—Tyrone Knox; 

4—Austin Steele; 5—Terry Austin; 6-—Russion Assassin ll; 7—Flaming Youth; @—Hasked Maniac; 

9—Modd Maxxine; 10—Chris Hamrick. 

WWA: WWA i is Evans; 1—£d Atlas; 2—Jim McPherson; 3—Fronk Finnegan; 

4—John Rotien; 5—LGino Caruso; 6—Jimmy Snuka; 7—Stryker; 8—LGus the Greek; 9—Meta 

Maniac; 10—Poul White. 

WWWA: WWWA Beefcake; 1—Glenn Osbourne; 2—Rick Martel; 3—Jim 

Neidhort; 4—Horley Lewis; 5—Bobby Piper; 6—Derrick Domino; 7—The Zombie; B—Mr. Motion; 

9—Mod Russian; 10—Jock Hammer. 
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RaTINGS ANALYSIS 


Every month, this column will tell fans how we go about 
rating over 200 wrestlers in 20 different categories. It is a 
behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans 


King of what? No, we can’t believe it, either. Mabel 
makes our overall top 10 for the first time in his career after 
he shocked everyone (except maybe himself and his tag 
team partner, Mo) by beating Savio Vega in the finals of 
the 1995 WWF King of the Ring 
tournament. 

Before he won that, he had 
been nothing more than an aver- 
age solo wrestler. But as we point- 
ed out on the story on page 38, as 
King of the Ring, Mabel has no 
official responsibilities. He can’t 
defend his crown, and he didn’t 
actually have to turn in a marathon 
performance to win the tourney. 
After beating The Undertaker in 
the first round (thanks to Kama’s interference), he received 
a bye in the semifinals (because Kama and Shawn 
Michaels wrestled to a time-limit draw in their first-round 
encounter and were thus eliminated) and got a chance to 
rest before he dispatched with Vega. 

We are acknowledging that it took a determined effort 
for him to win King of the Ring, especially since he had to 
be nervous knowing that a national pay-per-view audience 
was watching, but we won't leave him in the top 10 in 
future issues unless he uses this as a springboard and 
keeps winning big matches. He'll get his chance to do just 
that, too, because we're hearing that he'll get a series of 
shots against WWF World champ Diesel very soon. 

We would also be curious to know how you feel about 
King of the Ring. Would you like to see the crown defended 
throughout the year and not just put up for grabs in a one- 
night, eight-man tournament every June, then forgotten until 
spring of the next year? Drop us a line and let us know. 

And the new WCW World tag team champions ... 
who? Leaping into our tag team top 10 for the first time is 
the mighty (?) duo of © »khouse Buck and Dick Slater. 
You read that right. Wi. “reat teams like Harlem Heat, 
The Nasty Boys, and The Blue Bloods (Lord Steven 
Regal and Bobby “Earl Robert” Eaton) battling each 
other all over WCW, Buck and Slater pulled off a huge 
upset when they beat the Heat for the belts. 

Can you believe that? Perhaps we've overrated those 
other three teams in the past, because if they were really 


King Mabel 


great, they shouldn't have let the seemingly inferior Buck 
and Slater vault over them into the top spot in WCW. 

Fan favorite Vader? The headline in the November 
1995 issue of PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED read like this: 
“Vader's Incredible—And Inevitable 
Future: Fan Favorite!” When we 
decided to run a story with that 
headline, we were merely specu- 
lating that, in a strange way, Big 
Van Vader might be better off as a 
fan favorite in WCW. We said that 
his career, which seemed to lack 
direction, might be jump-started if 
he changed his allegiances, though | 
not necessarily his brutal style. 

At press time, a switch to fan 
favoritism by Vader looked like a very good possibility. We 
had heard through the WCW grapevine that Vader and his 
close friends Ric Flair and Arn Anderson weren't getting 
along well at all anymore. We even heard that Flair and 
Anderson were upset that Vader was getting shots at Hulk 
Hogan’s World title, while they were being ignored. 

For all the brutal (perhaps unforgivable?) things he has 
done to fan favorites such as Hogan, Sting, Nikita Koloff, 
Ron Simmons, and Cactus Jack, just to name a few, 
Vader has been a fixture on our Most Hated list for years. 
We've often wondered if anyone could cheer for such a 
heartless and dangerous crippler. 

Could you? Would you cheer Vader if he swore off his 
allegiances to Anderson, Flair, and other rulebreakers? 
Could you cheer his power bombs the way you cheer 
Diesel’s “jackknifes”? Would you expect Sting and 
Hogan and other fan favorites to forgive him for every- 
thing he has done to them in the past? We wouldn't 
blame you if you said no, but we also know that things 
change fast in this sport, and fans change their alle- 
giances even faster. Big Van Vader is on our Most Hated 
list now, but he could be on our Most Popular list sooner 
than you think! 

Gotta run! |f you have any thoughts on any issues 
we've raised on this page, or on anything pertaining to our 
ratings in general, please share them with us! Write to: 
“Ratings Analysis,” c/o THE WRESTLER, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. O 


Big Van Vader 


66 The Wrestler 


e More full-length articles than any 


The Most Respect 


other wrestling magazine 
anywhere! 


e Quarterly special issues— 


featuring sensational 
full-color sections! 
e An exclusive “Q & A" interview 
with one of wrestling’s 
top stars! 
e “You Asked Us,” in which top 
stars answer YOUR questions! 
e. Cheers and jeers to those who 
deserve them most in 
“Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down"! 
e “introducing” a dynamic 
up-and-coming young star! 
® A“Spotlight” photo feature on 
the career of one of the 
mat’s superstars! 
e Ona rotating bimonthly hasis: 
“Beyond The Squared Circle,” 


featuring candid photos of your 


THE WRESTLER 


favorite stars, and “Matt Brock’s 


Looking Back,” in which the 
veteran reporter examines 
yesteryear’s mat classics! 
All this—and much, much 
more!—every four weeks! 


ed W 


For Three Decades, 


LAST T 


For nearly 30 years 
THE 


informed about 
every aspect of the 


Mat sport! Become 
a subscriber today— 


and save up to 25% 
——_ 


Off the newsstand 
GET IN ON ALL THE ACTION! 


Price! 
s to subscribe, getting The Wrestler 
r each month is easier than ever! 


x 
me 


Now, with two new way 
delivered to your doo 


- Get 13 issues of THE WRESTLER for $29.20— 
a 20% savings off the newsstand price! 

- Get 26 issues of THE WRESTLER for $54.75— 
a 25% savings off the newsstand price! 
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SS Ee a ee 


Se ae ee ee ee ae 


Send to: 
London Publishing Co. ae 
P.O. Box 910 pigtngs pps ; 
Ft. Washington, PA 19034 “iy State____Zip i 
wes | would like to subscribe to THE WRESTLER Pica shear, igi 

ey orde 
| am enclosing $29.20 for a 13-issue subscription (enclosed and sees to Fereion Publishing Co.) 
CJ tam enclosing $54.75 for a 26-issue subscription C]Visa [JM | 
asterCard # 

[_] NEW _] RENEWAL Expiration date: / , 
MO / YR i 
Signature: 2 


rice offer good in U.S. only. Canada an er ri i rm, r 26 issue: 19.75 airm For rders outside U.S., internationa 
Ss. F all oth 7 75.55 f $ i 
P ff C. id d all ot countries: $39.60 for 13 issues ($61.70 airmail), and $75.55 for 26 i Ss ($1 airmail). For all ord tside U 


= ; 
joney order in U.S. funds only. Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


aga 
\ 
Le 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling\Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


- CALLNOW 


IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


‘B This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones 
*Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is ee? 99 Mai Coste iF min te in the 


2 ost an am >; 


Kies, 


3149/12-94 


